. DIFFERENCE IS BEAUTIFUL
I Corinthians 12:4-12

No one is just like me., HNo one else in the world is just like you. All can be
glad that this is true.

God must have had a great time making a werld with such variety. The whole thing
tells us semething about Ged and alse about ourselves.

We are different from each other. Difference can be & beautiful thing. Difference
is beauntiful wher it is received as & gift from God, and then taken ard used for
His glory. This is what Paul was saying to people who wondered how God werks and
does things. This is the way He does them., God's Holy Spirit iafiltrates the
differences that people have, and He uses them for great things. When the Spirit
of God is in it and in cenirel, difference is beautiful.

Paul tells us, "There are differemt kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit
gives them. There are differeant ways of serving, but it is the same Lerd who is
served. There are different abilities to perform service, but it is the same Ged
wheo gives ability te everyome for all services. FKach one is given some proef eof
the Spirit's presence for the good of all. The Spirit gives one man a message of
wisdom, while to anether man the same Spirit gives a message of knowledge. One and
the same Spirit gives faith to ome man, while to another man he gives the pewer to
heal. The Spirit gives one man the power to werk miracles; to ancther, the ability
te tell the difference between the gifts that ceme from the Spirit and those that
de not. To one man he gives the ability to speak with strange sounds; to another,
he gives the ability te explain what these sounds mean. Buit it is ome and the same
Spirit whe does all these; he gives a differemt gift to each man, as he wishes,

For Christ is like a single body which has manmy parts. It is still ome bedy, even
though it is made up of different parts.”

One time there was an orchestra. It wasn't big and it wasn't small, but it was
splendid. Together the instruments made beauntiful music. The violins sang like
soprano breezes, gliding up and down the scale. The bases plunked and thumped the
foundation beat that got many feet to tappimg. The obees and the {lutes punctuated
the air with sounds like glistening raindrops. The herns called every listemer to
attention. The drems rolled and tapped and shook the rafters with their happy noise.
The cymbals and the celleos and trembomes, piamo and harp all joined together to make
it the finest erchestra in the area.

One day the orchestra got together withonit the conductor, determined to show that
they could do it all aleome, molt all together but eachk one alene. The viclins,
naturally, thought they were the most important part of the group. They began teo
play louder than the other instruments. The trumpets declared with a loud blast
that nobedy was going to outsheut them. The basseons thought it would be a good
idea to race, so they played a little faster than the rest. The piccolos, not teo be
-outdone, played evern faster than that. The Jjoined in the competitionm with
crash and bang that could be heard guifte a distance., Soon there was nol any music
at all, just plain noise. Neise, noise, and more moise — that was the result ——
some people called that music. After all, when there isn't anything else, what are

you going te de?

Difference can be terrible, and difference can be beautiful. It depends on how
you look at it. It alse depemds on what you do with it. We can all blow owr own
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horns, and we can play our own violins as if we were the only ones in the whole
world. A lot of people are deoing that, and they are the most unhappy people in
the whole world, They think they are geiting somehwere, and they are: Ifarther
and farther away — away from God Who is the center of all things, and away frem
cther peeple without whom they cammot possibly live as they should. There is a
lot of noise around, but not very much musie.

Seme people have drawn the conclusion that difference is ugly. They treat differ-
ence as if it were wugly. You look different from me; therefore, you are ugly.

That is the way this thinking goes. You have a differemt color of skin; therefore,
you are ugly. You have a different life style; therefore, you are ugly. You hawve
& hundred thousand dollar income a year, and I dem't; therefore, you are ugly. JYeu
are peor, and I am rich; therefore, you are ugly. You are rich, and I am poor;
therefore, you are ugly. JYou did not have much schooling and I went to college;
therefore, you are ugly. You think and I don't; therefore, yeu are ugly. Iou
don't think and I do, therefore, you are ugly.

Paul teaches us thal difference is or can be beautiful. It is beazutiful when the
Spirit of Ged is in it and comtrelling it. Otherwise, it easily gets to be ugly.
God makes the difference. He makes the difference beaugtiful.

Opposites attract, people say. Yes, but they alse get inte conflict with one an=
other. A husband and a wife may differ in their ideas, ideals, values, and

standards. The result, more often than not, is disharmeny in the marriage, guarrel-
ing in the home, and scmetimes a complete breakdown of the whole merital relationship.

Rations differ with one another on their natiepal ideas and goals. Hore eoften than
not, thess differences result in confliet, and sometimes in open warfare. You can
see it right now in certain hotspots of the world.

When Jesus Christ came inte the world, the result was not all sweetness amd light.
bDifferences arose when He came telling the good news and went about healing people.
Be cared about people as they were, different as they were. There were those who
did not like that. Some of them were powerful, ard had a let of imfluence in the
commurily. They said: YYou muist obey our rules. You can't help anybody if it
means breaking a rule — like doing something for him er her on the Sabbath.” It
was just a religicus difference, of course, but it brought about His cruecifixion.

What happened on the day when Christ was crucified touches all of us., It was deeply
personal, and still is. I bed a part im it, ard sc did you. He died for us ail.

He paid the price of our waywardness, and owur wilfulness. He took eur stubbern pre-
judices into His own heart. We put Him there. We have forgivemess and salvatien
because He atoned for our sins.

In December 1969, a woman wrote a letter to a newspaper in the Western part of the
United States saying that she was disturbed to note that there were people who in
their church services publicly confessed that they were peor, miserable sinmmers.

She could not understand how there were people, who particularly the young, reared
in this kind of belief, could take & pesitive attitude toward themselves and others.
A sixteen-year-old boy, named Chris Woodside, wrote a letter im response to this
woman. Here is what he said: "I belong to a church in which we make the confession
that we are sinful and unclean.” He explained a number of ways in which he took a
positive attitude toward life by helping people. ILater when he graduated from college,
he said, he planned to¢ teach retarded and handicapped childrem. HNot to beileve that
you are a sinmer in God's sight, he wrote, is a lie not orly to yourself but also to
Ged.
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We are sinners., We accept responsibility feor bringing Christ teo the place where

He was, but what has that got te do with the undeniable differences that exist
among us? What could Christ possibly do about that? The Bible is repeatedly refer-
ring to Christ as the reconciler. He reconciled man to God by His blood. HNo man
can pay a bigger price than his ewn life bloed, and Christ paid that. HNo man can
do anmything better for the world than to take the differences which separate people
and bring them togeiher in the service of Christ. Christ did that by His death on
a cross, and His resurrection to life again. He lives, and commands the allegiance
of all kinds of people, with all kinds of abilities, and all kinds of gifts.

Jesus Christ changes things. IEverybody who says, "Jesus Christ is Lord" is guided
by the Holy Spirit. That is what Paul said. The Spirit of God does things in His
own way. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives
them. There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. There are
different abilities teo perform service, but the same God gives ability te everyecne
for all service. Hach one is given seme proef of the Spirit's presence for the good
of all., People are different, apd there is me mwse inm trying to ignore the fact.

The Spirit of God does net ignere it. He takes the differences and He makes them
beaatiful.

The Spirit of God gives one man a message of wisdom, while to ancther man the same
Spirit gives & message of knowledge. One and the same Spirit gives faith to one
man, while to amotbher man He gives the power t¢ heal. The Spirit gives to one man
the power teo work miracles, to anocther the gift of speaking God's message; yet te
another man, the ability to tell the difference between the gifts that come from
the Spirit and those that do met. It is one and the same Spirit Who does all of
these things; He gives a different gift to each person, as He wishes.

Unity in diversity is a phrase often used. Just as often it does not mean anything.
Biversity itself does nol antomatically result in unity. The secret of unity in
diversity is the Holy Spirit. He does things with diversity that no one else comnld
possibly de. He takes people who mever talk to cach other, brings them to faith imn
desus Christ, and they work together in the serviee of the Lord. He gives different
gifts. Those people were not all the same before and they are not the same now.
They bave one thing in common: they have the Holy Spirit. The dazmzling variety of
His gifts is harmonized into the service of one lord Whom we recogaize as the Sen of
God and Saviour of men.

In recent years it has become fashionable to talk about "charismatic¥ leaders. A
charismatic leader is one who has that extrs something that makes him extracrdinary.
He bhas what it takes to be ordinary and extraordinary.

That word "charismatic® is the one used by Paul in the text. It meams gift. There
are different kinds of spiritual gifts. God gives His people charisme, to make each
man different from the other., The gifts are beautiful, and the difference is beauti-
ful. That is what Paul tells us here. CGenercusly granted, God's gifts should be
gratefully received, God is a great, geod, and generous giver, sublime in His
sharing with men of what He is and what He has.

If you wamt tc kuow whal God is like, lock at His Som. Christ came to seek, te save,
and to serve. Eachone is given a gift which is to be used for the goed of olhers and
for the glory of God. Difference becemes beautiful when it is the vehicle of the
Spirit of Ged.
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Doubtless Paul's teaching shook some people. It shakes people today. The common
man thinks that people ought to be like him. In his mind, difference is vgly, and
far from beautiful. He would like for others to be like him.

It is er the inside that the Spirit does His work. That is where the difference
really blooms, and it is beautiful. Paith in Christ produces uncommon men, with
various gifts from the Holy Spirit. They are different from one ancther, and they
do net mind it. The difference is a gift. They can't brag aboul it as if it were
something special. They must just take it and use it for the good of all.

The gifts of the Spirit are many. The end product is scmething like an orchestra,
with a number of different instrumenmts, together preducing beautiful music. Having
5 common purpose with only one conductor, the difference becomes beautiful.

There is design in this world, but there isn't any more beautiful design than ihe
one being drawn right now by the Holy Spirit. I have seen His work in the woerld.
He does things in His own way. The people He works with are differemt froam others,
and different from one another. But it is one and the same Spirit Who dees all
this; He gives & different gift to each man, as He wishes.

The cross is an ugly symbol of & lot of cruel things, but He made it beawtiful.
lifted up on the cross, He draws all kinds of people to Himself. They serve the

one Lord because they are all filled and led by the same Spirit. They have umity in
Christ, but each one is different. With all of their differences, each is given

some proof of the Spirit's presence im his own life for the good of all and for the
glory ef Goed. May the Holy Spirit take the differences in our personalities and gifts
and use them and make them beautiful in the service of Godi



