3 PREACHING CHRIST CRUCIFIED
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The crucifixion of Christ on the cross was centrsl in the presching of Paul. When he
presented the message of the cross, he was very coreful not o ohscure it by besutiful
words or human eloguence., He reh to dilnte or weaken it in any way by cherming
rhetorie. He did not want anybo o listen to Wim preach and go away exelaiming, "What
a brilliant wzreacher, what a spls oratori" gd, he was snwious for them to ge
away saying, "What gu@lty sinnersy gre, and how sing is the love of God that sent
His Son to die and bzar the shame a i redemption!®

the eroszs Tor o

in England went to London, snd while
day. Writing home to his wife he

Some years ago a gentleman 1iving irn » counbtry %
there listened to some of the gre sachers of
gsaid, "Last Sunday I went in the mn Sp-and-S50, naning one of the most
eloguent men occupying 2 london vulnit at + : and in the evening I went to the
Metropolitan Tabernzcle to listen erles He Smurgeon. I was grestly impressed by
both of them. Dr, So-and-So is certeinly a great preacher, but Mr. Spurgeon has a gread
Savicur." Do you sse the difference?
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Enowing that men without Christ were lost, and that there was no hope for them excepd

through the cross, Psul said, ¥ do rot wanlt anything to hide the eress. I do not want

to decorate the crosg and cause the meonle to lose =ight of what it really is, the declaration
of man's utter depravity and the renifestation of God's infinite love." He preached the

word of the cross instead of words of wisdom from men. ’

If you wanit to know how wicked you are by nature, if you want to gel an undersianding of
the awfulness of the sins of which youwr heart is capable, stand in faith before that eroas
and contemplate again Ged's holy, spotless Son %anglnﬁ on that tree suffering unspeaksble
anguish.

I wonder if we have any concepiion of what the cross meant when Peul wrote our text. Cieerc
said, "The cross, it speaks of that which is so shameful, so horrible, it should never

be mentioned ir polite socieby,® and yolt you find Paul exelalmlng, God forbid that I should
glory, ssve in the cross of our lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the world.® The cross meant far worse than the gallows or the electric cheir
means today, because it declared thet the one who waes hanging there was guiliy of the
vilest and most awful crimes, and was uwiierly unfit to live, that he was rejected of man
and acoursed of God. Men looked upon the cress as & thing on which onmj the worst of
eriminals were put to death.
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I. DBReasons Tor Presching Christ Crucified.
1o Obedience to His commend.
e ve into all the world and preach the geospel to every cresture." Poul and the
New Testsment Christisns knew no other message. They went from place to plaze
presching and testifying to the things they had seen and hesrd. Christ crucified
and rigen agaln was their shibboleth,



2. Am expression of avprecisztion.
stitude for ah9t Chrigt's death has made possible %r our lives should csuse us
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Tell to others all around,
What a Seviour you heve found.®

We delight to sing the praises of lcved ones and friends because of our eppreciatlion

for what they mean to us and what they have done for us. We never cease telling
of the esrly teacher who influenced our life's cholces, of the earnsst preacher
who won wus to Christ and baptized us, and of the fa¢uhﬁu¢ physiecian who minisiered.

to ns or to our loved ones in times of sickness. If our gratitude thus leads us
to tell others sbout these earthly zr¢emnw, how much more ought we o tell them
about the Creat Physicisn of our souis! Christ ssid, "Go home io thy friends and
tell how great things the lord haeth done for thee."” Every redeemed person can
join heartily in singing:

"411 my 1ife was wrecked by sin and strife,
Piscord filled my heart with pain.

Jesus sweph across the broken,string$5
Stirred the @ »Wumbe ing chords again.

#Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,

Sweetest nsme I know,
Pille my every longing,

Keeps me singling as I go.®

2. 4An angwer Lo the worldtls needs.
Christ erucified is the:

(1) Highest revelstion of righteousness and mercy.

2} Most convincing testimony of the world's sinfulness and guilt,
Divine provision for the perdon of transgressors,

Best motive for Christian service,

Oniy hope of the regeneration of humanity.

There is no other way of salvation, Yleither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other uname under heaven given among men, whereby we mmust

be saved," Tt is the only message that will save men from sin, deliver them
Prom the powers of darkness unte light, and deliver them from Satan unto Jod.
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1T, Trends In Modern Thought Which Iead Away From The Crosg.

1. 4 belief in man's own sufficie @cyo
Many believe in the possibility of salvation by works, by self-rightcousness, by
education or by culture. The fundamental fallaay of %hls belief lies in the
slight concepiion which men have concerning sin. They fail to reckon with the
depravity of man's nature; the helnousness of man's sin in God's sight, and God's
demands for righteousnmess. To a generztion ignorant or unmindful of the awlulness
of gin, its unlversal prevalence, it devastating blight, its dreadful conseguences
the death of Jesus upon the cross is the nesedlegs sz criplce of a good man; the
shameless martyf&om of a great teacher; the plain verversion of human justice;
and a glaring contradiction of Cod's love. But the truth of the mstier is a child
cannot grow up into a Christisn. There must be the experience of regenerastion.

"Iiye tried in wvein s thousand ways,
My fears to guell, my hopes to ralse,
But whet I need, uhe Bible sayse

Forevermcre in Jesus.
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ity soul is night, my heart is steel,
I cannot see, I cannot feel,
Foxr light, for 1life, I muwst appeal

In gimple faith to Jesus.

"He died, He lives, He reigns, He nleads,
Thers's love in al¢ Hie worde and deeds,
There's all & guilty sinner needs,

Porevermore in Jesus.

"Though some may sneer, and some mey blame
I3 go with 211 my guill and shame,
I'il go to Him because Hig name,

Ebove 81l nemes, is Jesus."

The dispogition to accredit other religions, if sinecersly believed and devoutly
lived, with having efficacy in them to save the lost.

The moment one grants The possiblility of salvation through any other name than
that of Jesus Christ and through sny merit save the merit of His shed blood,
that moment his interest in the evengelizaition of a leost world begins to die.

If one can be saved without a personsl faith in the shed blood of the Son of
God zo may all be saved, Bubt, it is az true loday as it was when Jesus declared
it, 91 am the way, and the truth, snd the 1ife, no man cometh unto the Father

but by Me.™

"] kmow of lands thet are sunk in shame,
Of hearts that faint and tire.

I know of a name, a name, a nsme,
That ean set those lands on fire.

"I know of lives that are steeped in sin,
That no man's art can cure.

I know of & neme, a name, a name,
That can meke those lives all pure,

T know of souls that are lost to God,
Bound down by things of sarth,

I know of 2 n=me, & name, a nane,
That can glve those souls new birth.

"Oh, listen, my soul, the Saviour speaks
To save the ho*lﬁ from dross,
Christ Jesus ig the name,
He saves by way of the cross.”
The disposition to recognize the historie Christ and to give Him a large place
among mens nerhaps the chief place among all the world's teachers, reformers and
religionists, but to deny or belittle His death as a vicarious atonement for sin.
Some there are who pratile much about the Golden Rule, the Sermon on the Mount,
and the Christian principle zg a way of 1ife. Their dlf iculty is that they do
not begin at the beginning. They extol the fruite of Christianity without accepting
the source of Christisn living. Before one can live the Christian 1ife, he must
have more than a principle or an ideal held up before him. He must have sopiritual
1ife begotten within him. ¥The fatherhood of Cod" and "the brotherhood of man”
are but empty ohrases and idle dresms unbtil men become brothers in Jesus Christ,
Society can oniy be saved as individuzls are saved,
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tizns hack to a new crusade of witnessing To the glorious gospel
of the Son of God.

Iet us say with a new emphasis, "I defermined not to know
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should glery save irn the cross of our Iord Jesus Christ by whom the world
erucified unto me and T unto the world.®

anything among you save Jesus (hrist and Mim erueified,” and %God forbid thst I
i

This is the one and only messsge that will bring perdon and peace to troubled
heartes; that will ‘transform crooked Iives: that could chenge 2n impulsive and
unstable Simon. into Geohas a Hock; that counld chenge Saul, the perszecutor of the
eariy church, into its chief defender and mightiest messenger; that could make
the selfigh, ﬁraﬂnlng Zeccheus willing to maka restitution te 21l he had
wronged and ready to give half of bis goods o fesd the woor. This iz the only
megsage vhat could have sustained the Christisn meriyrs of the first century as
they burned at the sizke or were ﬁevouLea by wild beasgts in the arenas of the
wicked, sensuous, pleasure-msd, rotting Rome. This is the only megsage vhich
could chance the dissolute Auaustlne inte the gelf-sacrifi clng monk and sainby
Spurgecn, the uncouth country lad, into the mighty metropolitan prescher: Jobhm
YWesley, the culiured Oxford student, into the fier ery evangelists; William Bﬁoah
the unkmnown, 1t1nc* nt _prea cher, into the head of the Szl a%;om Armys Meoody, the
Billy Sunday, tbe carg-Lree young baseball plsyer, into nhe

shoe clerk, and Bil
mightiest evangelist of the past century., "We preach Christ crucified.



