HE PRECANENCE DF LOVE

I Corinthians 1345-13

This thivteonth chapter of Pirst Corinthians clearly sets forth
the pre-emipencs of love, the properties of love and the permanence
of love. 4s glanets move in thelr orbits avound the sun, obeying
ity atbrgetion, roceivisg iis warsth and seflecting its Ei@hﬁg Bz
apround love seven gifts revolve, brightened with its %@ﬁgﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ -
and energlsed by ils energy. These noble @ﬁﬁawmamﬁa are sloguence,
prophecy, wisdom, bkaowledge, Paith, chevribty and martyedom., Thus

we see that love ile gre-emivent., The middle @%@%ﬁ@m of this chap-
ter contaioe a ligt of the properties of love. Prom it we have
learved that love iz net impatient, is not envious, is 5ot boastiyl,
iz not pude, is not ﬁ@@fﬁﬁhs iz not easily provoked, is oot vine
wicgtive, does not ?&5@&@& in evil, rejolces in the t@ﬁﬁ&, boars

%EE @ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁ; pelioves, iz lopeful ad endures.

The heart of this sullime ghapter is the statement in verse eight,
*Love never Faileth.® The preceding content leads up to this,
and the context which fellows flows out from dt. Here the climaw
ie posched: The grestest thing that can be gaid gbout love is
Shat it lastss '
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love mever fails. This means that love mever falls to the @@wﬁﬁﬁg
as do the petals of a faded and shaltered Flowar, becsuse there

P lements of decay in love. This neans that love never leoses
as does & Weapry traveler who gives up the joarneys
This means %ha% love nbver leaves i&w*yiaaﬁ, as do the falling
sbars. This aesns that Jlove never drope out of line, as do Lthe
oxhausted soldiers oun the sareh: 411 of the comrades of love may
Fall and fall, but she ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% on patiently and with detersdivatione
lovels porfect patiern ds is Chriet Jeeus the Lord, who ®having
loved his own that were in the world, he Joved thom unto the end.®
‘These digeliples of Chydst Lo wihwnm this vorse refors misunderstood
fidm, teded s patience and grieved Him, but e just hept on loving
theme o loved then whon death was passed: e loved then lo the
ends bove never E@@@g &%ﬁ-yﬁa@&. i@%@'iﬁ iﬁm@@ﬁ&ia o

The Corinthians wmade %&@% Bi the @3@& @f’p@gg%@@y, ﬂf tonpues and
of knowledge. They were proud and puffed wp if they posgossed
pither of the three., They set 1little or oo store by love. They
were ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ and envicus of one ancther. {uite naturally they
were divided into opposing factions,; vhich was so unfortunate.
This eondition was %iﬁ%ﬁﬁ&?i%@‘%@ @ﬁ%&; &gaﬁvaﬁiﬁing'%@ %ﬁ@ ok
and displeaging to %%ﬁ Pords . e

There aré some %Lﬁﬁ%ﬁ %%&@h do 1@@@ ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ'%i%ﬁﬁa
gifte im @@@@%@ﬁ?. Bk %@ﬁ%%&?‘ﬁ%@@% be propheoi
thone @way.”
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ﬂ?*ﬁh@ﬂ? was a gi?& %&ﬁ@h ?@&3 Vﬁi%&% bighly, because it contpibuted
to the edifieation of others. FProphoeoy was the power Lo intorpret

and communicate spirifaal feuth. The prophets spoke under the
~wmxiwﬁ%§@ﬁ @? @%@ %wi? %ﬁ%%&ﬁa Chey b f%@-ﬁ@@&&@%ﬁ ?@m& gt

?@ﬁ% amﬁ §§@@$saﬁ gift, amﬁ y@& it %@ﬁ ﬁﬂ%ﬁ&ﬁg'f%= ;
E$¥@¢. “@&@tk@y thers be propheciesn, they shall be dune ﬁ%@y«“
i o away® literally means reduced to inactivity.

. a time when prophecies will be done away, be pub
ek of agﬁﬁﬁﬁ sud cease to function. It is guite obvious thai
prophecies iu the seuse of foretellings will be done away whon
they are fulfilled. The @f@@ﬁ%@i% gﬁﬁ@ Was @ﬁ&ﬂ@?aﬁ upeloss %y
the %%%ﬁ%@ﬁ %ﬁyﬁ of god. . -

ﬁ%h@%k@w:%&@wﬁ be toogues; they %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ ﬁ@aﬁa.ﬁ w%ﬁ g§§t=$& %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ

wat the langueze of ecsbasyv.. &y@a&émg with tongues meant the -

tallking in an unbnowe langspge. 7The Corinthians were inordinetely

- proud of thie partienlar gift. i&gy rated it above prophecy; be-
gause il was more sbartling. Therefors, it attracted aore &@%ﬁﬁ@i&ﬁ§-

and perbaps brought ite pos o more gplory. Carried away by thia

speaking in tonpgues, the Corinthians were neplecting the nobler

- grave of love.

Paul did nob. rate. the gire of tongues very highly for the siuple
rogeon that the speoch was wninteiligible to the grdingry Chedistiang
and thepefore 4id mot mindeter to his edosatien. I his owr blusnt
way he stebted that he would rether spesk five weds so as Lo da-
struct obthers thas to speek ten ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬂé words in & %@@%ﬁ@ that
uobody could gnderstand,

. png. the gift »f tenguss lingeréd we do not koow. Valusble
as %%&% gift was in the aﬁ%&%@%&& éayﬁg it guiekly vanished. Iiz
word wag compieted; aad it wae @gaa aside #8 8 tool ﬁﬁaﬁ wAs @@
1&}@?? peguired,

%@ gﬁfé of hw eele 5 about bud to bo digcuntinaeds
4 m.i% BPE %ﬁa ot of deception ov
?%@y &r@ &@ﬁtﬁ@?? %@ the %ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁf& and ave
Hobody today
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%&@g are ??ﬁﬁﬁhi@@%.
void 'of the agetusl ope
has the abiilty teo %@@&ﬁ% iﬁ @%&i@@ﬁ%&g iﬁ iw;

ﬁav@ ﬂ%ﬁ 3@%@%@&» = -

: shall ?&%i&% awvay .Y Lach stoge
. @ @ dod by ansther. Eanowledpe is pres
g@@%@g?@, There is no such thing as a stock of knoviedge, Tized,
definite and couplete, sc thalt whwen onow a man mastered it be
pould #@ai that he hnew all &ﬁ@@@ was to be haown.  Raoviedse i&
i % vidd s oveloping thdng. That is wﬁw a logroed
":&#wwiﬁﬁﬁﬁy behind the %&m@w tht next .
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Yhe greatest apelogetic for Christiaaity in oup day ig ﬁ@& &ﬁ@ .
g@@ has the g&?& of @%@gaﬂam, tongues ov knowiedge, In - who
i @%@ﬁ& , .

g@&% ‘wpotey PWe keow ia part.® That is true of every kind of our

f = E@ a@ ?&?@i&& andd fra ntary, and certainly far from
e ‘ -%ﬁ hes in @?ﬁﬁ*ﬁ%@: . amé

abe fed wﬁ@h &ii&, But ﬁﬁvaiaﬁs into &, man i@

3 Fod wa%% aeate ‘

Verse eleven %&?ﬁ, wehen I wae a chdld, I wpake 88 o ﬁﬁﬁ%&,< :
understond ss a child, I thought as a childs but wﬁaﬁ X becone a
wan, I put away a%&i@mﬁﬁ,%&iﬂgac . This compariscn is not congernced
wﬁ%ﬁ &h@ ﬁﬁyﬁiﬁﬁi and %@m@ﬁ%, 2@@@#@%.- T4 is the spivitual ohild-

: dbood one thiake and acie in
_ Ammat tye H woughte are limited. Ip every noreal
iﬁf@'ﬁ&ﬁ?@ ig & %?@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ period. During this time the oulstand~
ing thisg is the gwekening of leve. Intellectuslly, emcticnally
arcl &vgamiwaiiy~&%@ iife is ] for the sbility to love. Love
3 i the controlliog and ¢ nating factor of life. %@%’@ﬁ%ﬁ?&w
entirely different. Yhen this kind o
% S0 o Chedstian, love very. ﬁ%fiﬁiﬁ@§ﬁ}?ﬁ§-
iﬁa@@ﬁ %%ﬁa E&?@ ?fﬁ?&iiﬁ it Rife

%a@% and desires b
spiritusl saturity
the level of ﬁﬁ#'@ﬁﬁwﬁ.&ai

Iife to the level of a g@@aﬁw
pogsible.

The conditiocn of g&?ﬁ&%*%-ﬁ”l& ¥ bwok

@%@i&&& Eaowledpss The ancient %ﬁ$?W?=&a$, %@ %@%?ﬁ@g &ﬁﬁ %&@@s
bat brass. Yhile it wes brightily buraished; it would give bub.
dim peflestion. 7Those ancient mirrers, the best of which
sgnufactured gt Copinth, o small that only a part of a 3&@@%.'
vhject could be seen in them, Saturally these metal mirrors did
net vellect every iline aud feature teruly as our sodern asirvoey
@%@w@~mﬁsﬁ @f necessity be aueh guessing avd wncertsd

things seen in such mirvore, bud they served theie
the reflections thoy gove, Shough dim, were clear em :
@ Tair idea of how %ﬁ@ @%é@@ﬁ@ ioohked, In g %@&ﬁ$~%&?§ﬁ?‘& éa&y

- could see well enough to know whether her hat was on ﬁwaﬁ,g%% 5 b
ghe could not See w%a% %ﬁw conplexion was like. :

“he Copinthians %&&aﬁﬁ?‘ﬁ%&#w"ﬁﬁ
3@%&3 @rﬁ haa éﬁﬁ%ﬁ*®Wﬁ

: : ”“%ﬁ—aﬂﬁ %ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁ wore @q&i~“%f
w&%ﬁ mir@&r&, %ﬁ% none of thea had silvered backs. &@@&ﬁﬁf:i@%@
then g person sow hinseld ﬁé&?ﬁi@;‘- B iC was with the gﬁf@% Bi
propheey, tongues and kuowledge. @@y worg Fﬂ@ﬁ??@ﬁ% Mwﬁiaﬂﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Panl esaid $hat Cheistlians
in & brass mirresr. :

by-andebys  In our presont suly
partial., Now we know ﬁ&r&ag% ﬁ%@ raw@iaﬁ&@m %h&ﬁ Cod h&ﬁ @ﬁv&& in

His Word, and we are grateful feor thati But there are still sasy
things concerning which we ghall receive full snd soamplete infermaw
%3@% when we g0 e Lo be.wlth the Lopds Part of %%@ hi&ﬁ@@ﬁ%@ﬁ%

uf hepven will be to see and hkuow
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