THE CHURCH AND ITS MEMBERS
I Corinthisns 5

Peul indicated to the Corinthians thet, the Iord willing, he would vigit them in the
near future., He inguired of then, "Shall I come unto you with a rod?%, meaning a rod of
discipline. He asked them if they wapted him to come =s the repredentatlve of the lord
to chastise them for their bad hehswior, or to come im the spirit of meekness so that
they and he might sit down together over the Word of Cod and enjoy the precious things.
of Christ. If they desired him to cvome in this lsst wey, there were some things to be
gettled first, and he did not hesitate to tell them what they were., In doing so he
discusses two things in this chapter, which I now bring fo vour attention.

7.d

1, Sesndal ITn The Church, ‘I Corinthiasns 5:1-5,

Disorder in the church at Corinth was nmore than intellectuszl. Tt was digtincetly meoral.
It was moral dereliction and delinguency, noi on the pesrt of one only, but on the

part of the whole church, because of the one. I was not the case of some secret

gin, but bold, brazen and publicly accepted vice. It was incestuous immorzlity
involving 2 son and his stepmother.

This wes not merely a matier of gosslp on the part of some long-tongued individual,
but it was reported commonly and widely known. How gquickly bad reports fiyl! Evil
deeds usually travel on the wings of the wind., 7They pass from lip to 1ip, until it
seems they never stop. Good news iravelg very slowly, and when people hear it they
freguently refuse to believe it. HNot only had the revort reached Paul, but the matter
was talked sbout among all of those in the church at Cerinth. It was a notorious

case, It appears that this relationship belween the son and his stepmother was entered
into as something lasting. o

After Pawl nemed the particular case, he turned to the attitude of the church in that
regard, The slmest unbelievable part of this affair was the attituie of the church.
This is {true especlally when we recall thatl thils particular erime was forbidden by
the law of Moses and by Reman law. DMoreover, it was an abomination in the sight of
God, but the members of the church at Corinth had not recognized the wickedness of it.

Instead, they rather prided themselves on the breadth and liberality which ensbled
them to go on with a thing like that. Paul reminded them that they were puffed up
when they should have been broken-hearted cver it. They were so busy in thelr
contentions and so puffed up in their own opinions that they had neither place nor
disposition to deal with the awful thing that waz eating as a cancer at their spiritual

itals. So far had their carnality led them into senseless contentions that thelr
gpiritual senges were stunted and dwarfed, Thelr self-complacency and pride rendered
them ingensible both to the scandal created among the outeiders and tc the damage done
to the whole assembly. Seemingly, they had no sense of shame, no sorrow and no aching
hearts. Perhaps they had the mistaken notion thet free grace was a license to licentious-
ness. 4nd, just to think, the sin in the Corinthian Church was even worse than would
have been tolerated among the unbelieving Gentiles, That which shocks us Is the fact
that those who were pagans, and outside the Christian faith, would not tolerate a case
of depraviity so definite, flagrant and outstanding. Notwithstanding the fact that
they were tolerating in their church which even the heathen abhorred, they were elated
with the conceit of their good estate., The Corinthian Christiane were actually trying
4o win pagans to Christ and living more loosely than the heathen among whom the very
word "Corinthisnize" meant to live in sexusl wantonness and ligense. The very least
they could have done was to mourn for shame.

The trouble with the Corinthian Church grew out of the wrong attitude toward evil.

They took a tolerant atiitude toward sin. Paul poinied out the fact that the danger

of 2in is ite potentlality. If the ozk lies in the acorn, so the flagrent sin lies

in the so—called resnectable and Iittle sin. BSin is of such a nature that it mpltiplies
on tolerance,
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We should view this incident in the life of the church st Corintk with deep concern.
It may be nearer to us than we think. Sensuslity is not far from carmality. In that
church were carnzl Christians., They were following their lower natures, This led
to thelir jeslousies, quarrvelings and boastings. It glso led to thée gross sin of
sensuality, which reguired severe dealings. This incident sheunld constitute a very
golemn warning that carnality ean very easily lead to sensuality.

The preservation of the power of the church at Corinth lay in restoring two things.

"It reguired the restoration of its unity and of its purity.

Discipline In The Church, I Corinthians 5:6-13,

Notice that Paul did not reprove the pastor for the neglect of diseipliné, but he reproved
the church in iis organized capacilty. Paul did not hesitate to tell the church that

her members had failed te do their duwty. Furthermore, it is well o note that Paul

did not atiempt to surp the prerogatives of the local church, Ye did not presume

to do the disciplining himself, for that was a task which belonged to the church.

With justifiable wrath and indignation, he did declare the course that should be pursued.

Paul rebuked the Corinthians by seying, "Your glorying is not good." They were exulting
in a false conception of liberty. There was a party of Antinomisns in Corinth who
were pollubting the purity of Christianity with a brazen asir. "Antinomizn® is a name
applied to such as claim freedom from all legal restrictions and liberty to live
according to personsel plessure, They gald that sgince Christians are under grace,
there is no law to prohibit the unhindered exercise of desire. Since there is no
law, there is no wrong, they contended., This is a psrversion of the truth. And it
is as un-Christian as it is untruthful. Grace lmposes a higher purity and a bigher
culture than was ever levied by the law,

Bvidently, the woman in the ¢ase was not s church meémber, as Paul's disciplinery
proposals were directed exclusively against the men, He taught the Corinthians that,
after considering the case of the simning brother, he was tc be excommunicsted. He
told them that he ought tc be placed ouisgide the fellowship or excluded., Tt was
their duty to cast him cut into the realm of Saten for buffeting and chastisement,
This severe punishment was not in hatred, nor cruveliy, nor an attempt to consign the
simner to Tinsl reprobation. Bzck of it were the hove, desire and prayer thet it
might bring such conviction as to induce repentance and restoration.

An ‘act which was an offence to pagan society ought to have shocked Christians., And

mind you, the sin of a men having his stepmother as a concubine was condemned by
Greek, Roman and Jewishk opinion. What a pity when those who profess godliness live
lacker iives than the gereral run of the ungodly!

& Christian Chinese lady ceme to the United States for Bible instruction. She was

asked if she would not be haopy to have her brothers come over to study, as they also
were in Christisn work in China. She held uwp her hands, and with horror in her face
said: "Ho, no, I would not want them to come and see the way Americen Christians livel”

Observe, if wyou will, the power of evil. PFaul peinted to the action of leaven. Ieaven
ig.the same as our yeast. 4 little leasven in a Jump of dough transforms it gradually
into its own nature. Ieaven is used in the scriptures always as a iype of evil; never
of zeod. It speaks of "a little leaven,® meaning a 1ittle evil. VWhen one wicked person
ig allovwed to go unrebuked and undeslt with after his wickedness has beer menifested,
the thing will go on like an infection working, working, working to the ruin of others
and to the harm of the testimony of the whole church.

lack of discipline weakens the testimony of any church, and gives a false gense of
security to the wrongdoer. A church does not have any righit to iolerste evil on
the ground of broad-mindedness, Church history reveals the fact that the church that
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is pure is powerful, whereas the church that is tolerant towards evil is paraiyzed.

There is great need for the exercise of discipline. A& church cahno? be strong and
Christ-henoring that does not mainiein both doctrinzsl and moral purity. There are two

words which cannot be separated without fatality to both. One is "orthodoxy" and the
other is "orthooraxy." The former means "straight thinking" and the latier means "siraigh

living."™ It is a travesty to contend for the faith in doctrine while one is unfaithful
i - .

Yhen sin is allowed to remain in a church, the sinning one will lead others to sin.
fny person who runs around with the wicked will become pariaker with them in their
evil deeds. Tha% is why Paul geid, "I wrote umto you in an epistle not to company
with fornicators.” Then he added, "Yét not altogether with the fornicators of this
world, or with tke covetous, or exiortlonewb, or with idolsters; for then must ye
needs go out of the world, But now I have wrlztan unto you not to keep company, if -
arg man that is called a brother be & fornieator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a

railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat,?

Notice that he couples covetousness with forniestion. "The love of money is a root

of all evil,? and covetousness, resching out and grasping for wealth, iz just as vile
a thing in Godfs gight as indulgence in unholy lust in other lines. He does the sane
thing with railing. What is = reiler? It is a person who has a tongue loose at

both ende and on a pivet in the middle, a vicious talker, an evil speaker, one who can
destroy the reputation of another just as the murderer drives a dagger into the heart
and destreys a 1ife, A railer is a wicked psrson in the sight of God. "Ch," somebody
saye, "I don't mean any harm, but I am so careless with my tongue." What would you
think of one who goes around with a machinegun and keeps firing away on this side and
that, and some one says, "What are you doing?" "0h," he replies, "I don't mean any
harm, but I am so careless with this machinegun." A character sssassin is as wicked
in the gight of God ss one who would take another's life,

In thig list of sinners we £ind the drunksrd. To drunksrd shall inherit the kingdowm

of God. If you young pesovle, who live in these vicious dsys, never want to be drunkards,
do not fall in with the current ides of thinking it is fashionsble for everybedy to
drink, Hobody ever became a drunkard who was nobt first a moderate drinker., Somebody
may say, "I do not believe thal., I can take a 1ittle and it does net do me any harm,"
But it may do your brother harm, and Psul said, "If meal make my brother to offend,

I will eat not flesh while the world standeth.“ I Corinthians 2:13,

Then he mentions the extortioner. An extortioner is one who squeezes others, and the
pocr in particulsr. Maybe he tries to cover up his zin in this way: he squeezes the
poor and makes some extra money, and then on Sunday goes to church and says, "I want
to give a bundred dollars for missions." God says, "Keep your dirty mon ey, you got
it in the wrong way." God wants holy money to use in His service,

Here is God's standerd: "IF any man that is calied a brother be a fornicsztor, or
covetoug, or an idolater, or = railer, or a drunkard, or an exitortloner: with sueh
an one no not to eat.®



