DUTY BEMANDS IT

#For though I preach the gospel, I have mothing to glery of: fer necessity is laid upem
mes yoo, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel.® I Cerinthisns 9:16.

raul regarded his ministry as both a privilege snd e duty. From his writings we learm:
that evangelism is the duby of every Chrisgtian, and not mersly of a seleet few like
ministers and missionaries, Ne deubt raul had, inm & speeial sense, a “necessity laid
upon® him. Although he differs from us in his direect, supernatural cormissien,.in:

the splender of his gifts and in the sidth of his sphere, he does not differ frem us
in the reality of the obligation, The work ef evangelizing is an obligaticn that God
has placed on every one of His children whether they acknoiledge and accept it er not.
Chrigt's marching orders tc His church were expressed in the words, %Ge ye inbeo all
the world, and preach the gospel te every cresture,? Our only choliece is te deny
Christ¥s autherily or to obey His orders. BEvery Christian is obligsted e proclaim
the good news of salvation through Christ to the lost. "o ye therefore, end teach
all nations, baptizing them in the neme of the Father, and of the Sen, and of the Hely
Ghosty Teaching them to observe 211 things whatsoever I have commanded you: mnd, le,

I am with you alway, even unte the end of the world. Amen® (Matthew 28:19-20}. This
commandment is conbtemperaneous with the duration of the prowise which is appended to
it,. In fact, the promise is made conditiensal upon the discharge ef the duty. Because
this cemmission was given te the chureh it is bindiang on every individusl menber thereof,
& church is the sum total of its members, end rothing is incumbent upeh it which is neb
incumbent on every member, Everybedy whe hes come to know Christ cen tell whal the Lerd
has done fer him,

I. BEvangelism Is A Duty Vhich We Must Dischargs..

Paul regerded preoaching the gospel of Christ as a duly, and he teld us why. He
gaid, ¥WFor necesgity is laid upon me." A charge of the most solemn character had
been laid upon him. ¥When? AL his conversion when Christ commissiened him te

preach the gospel to the Gentiles, "io open their eyes and to turrm them from darkness
to lighd, and from the power of Saben unte God.¥ This commigsien has come teo us
also. The very fact thalt we have the gospel pubts us under obligation teo share it
with others. We must convey this good news te our neighbers. The difference
betwesn one Christian snd another is the faclt that God chooses different neighbors
for differsnt people., VWherever our appeinted sphere, we are all chosen vessels to
bear His name.

Altheough raul's commigsioning had tsken place years ago, he contirued te witness
until his death. So must we. Helther age nor infirmity cern excuse us frem preaching
the grace of God. So long as we are on this earth, we are cur Lord%s commissiened
smbassaedors — in weakness as well ag in strength, in sicimess and in heslth, in

the zest of youth and in the seremnity of old age.

iFor necessity is lald tpon me.¥ P"Hecesgity" is a word which the pagans used.
The CGrecks used it of Fate, of that which bad te be and could neot be evaded by any
means. During the wer years, you remember, some used to say that if thelir name
was on 2 bomb, nothing in the world could stop it from hitfing them. Fale, they
said, eould not be dodged., Chrisitians do not believe in Fate; rather, we trust
te the rrovidence of our loving Heavenly Father, But Faul berrewed the pagen idea
of Fate to convey the ineseapsbleness of eur duly %e preach the gespel. We camnot
shuffle out of our respensibility to wiiness without incurring a heavy penalty.
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In the next verse raul awpiifies this necessity, as he talks zbout the stewardship
of the gespel which has been commitied to him. He pictures himsell as a slave
placed im a pesitien of trust., 4 slave in the ancient world was the total possession
of his master. Heé could not argue with his master, but he had te give biind
obedience to him. ®Their’s not te reasen why; their's but to do and die® might

well have been written about slaves. Christisns are Christ¥s slaves. Ve are not
free men at liberty te plck and cheose. Our Master hes commissioned usto preclaim
His gospel and that is the end of the matter. We have no option but to obey.

However, we are no ordinary slaves., Faul ealled himself a steward, a slave put in
a pesition of trust. retiphar committed the distributien of all his goeds te
Joseph, his chief shteward. raul kmew that his Iord had appointed him a steward

of the mysteries of His gospel, and he was thus under the most sacred obligation

to share these precicus, saving truths with the unsaved. TYou and I are our Master's
stewards or trughtees and sxecubers. An execubor must carry out the wish of the
testater to the last detsil, and we are the executors of our Lord's last will and
tegtament. It is then our plain =nd inesecapable duby te distribute His Boumby te
every man, weman and child, ZEvangelism is a duty which every Christian must dis-
charge,

This necessity which is laid upon us to ovangelize the lest is a force working from
within, net 2 pressure from without. It is the imner force of gratitude to Christ.
The true Christian heart camnot bubt give te others the goed news about the salvation
waich Christ has givem to it. The spirit of love is a law that constrains with
registless compulsien, If you are a silent Christien, if you are net doing amything
personelly %o try to win others te Christ, you are certainly & stranger te the heart
ef Christ.

Evangelism Ts A Dubty Vhich We Must Discharge Without Thinking Cf Reward.

This is the burden of the opening words of this text -— "For though I preach the
gospel, T have nothing te glory of." In other words, rsul says, "1 camnet take
sny eredit for preaching the gospel. I cennet send in my bill to Ged for services
rendered, because I have only dome my dubty.” Reward comes when work exceeds duty.

Evangelism is a dubty of the mest imperative character. Is there anywhere a mere
moving illustration ef our obligaticn to share the good news then the stery of
the sterving Samariten lepers whe suddenly hit upen a miracnleus plenty? The four
lepers only Yexisted® at the best of times in their 1ittle hubs at the city gates,
% when the Syrians besieged Semaria thelr plight beceme intolerable, Famimne
raged within: the children lyilng awske at might with the pamgs of humger, their
mothers woeping, their fathers distressed, the king pacing the walls of the elty
digtrected and almost out of his mind. What hope was there for lepers? They
regolved on a laght desperate throw. They would cast themselves on the mercy of
the enery. They stole up te the Syrian cemp. They were amazed. They reached
the outer temts of the enemy encoampment withowt a sentry to halt them, withent
even o soldier in sight. It was uncamny. They 1ifted the flap of the first
tent, sew foed and fell wpen it im a delirium of gratitude. They moved on to
the next tent, snd the next, wnitil the truth dewned en them. The ememy had fled,
leaving =11 their stores behind. As they felt the glow of a good mesl within them
emd remembered these sterving little childrem back in the besieged city of Semaria,
they suddenly fellt ashemed. "This is the day of goed tidingsl! they exclaimed to
one snother., e de not well to hold our pesce.® Back they ram witk their goed
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Sheer humenity demanded that the lepers should share the news that they had feund
bread, They did not expect to be decorated for doing what any deecent men weuld
heve done uznder the circumetances. These of us vho zre Christisns claim to have
found bread ir s starving world. Therefore, we have a humenitarian ebligation te
go and tell it. Bubl we have s still more imperious obligation, After all, the
lepers tock their lives in their hands when they approached the enemy camp, snd
they were the first to meke the discovery. Kot se with our discovery of the grace
of Ged., Ve heard the gespel stery, the Holy Spirit weeoed and won us and Christ
ealled us unbe Himself., Now He commands us to tell others where bread is %o be
found. It is owr duty to tell others that there is bread emough and to spare in
our Father's Hoéuse. '

II¥,. Evangelism Is A Duty Whieh We Must Discherge Fer Fear Of The Conseguences If We
Hot.

"Yea, woo is unte me, if I preach not the gospell® What did reul mean? Flhee®
specks of ealamity. The idea of divine judgment is glways presemt im the exclame-
tien. Think of Isalah's ory ir the temple: "Woee is me, for I am undomel® Think
agein of the way in which our Derd speke to these who had repeatedly rejected His
minigtry., "Woe munte you, Cheorazinl® "Woe unte you, Bethsaidal® Ploe mmto you,
Seribes amd rharisees, hypocritesi® In every case the woe is an announcement of
a threatened judgment. raul believed that some unnamed punishment would befall
him if he did mot preach the gospel. If he failed te evangelize when he had been
cemmissioned to do se, it would be so much worse for him. ssul guailed before the
woe of wmfaithfrlness to his Saviour, to the gespel which had been committed to
him and to others. He was afraid of net doing the right thing,.

You might agk, "De you belleve that God chastises Christisms when they do not
preach, when they do met witness, when they do net give and pray for the work of
evengelism at home and abroad?® The answer is "Yes.¥ It is a scriplursl teaching
that God chastises His disobedient children.

Jonah's duty wes te preach to the Ninevites, but whem he ran awsy frem it Ged put

him into the sea end inte the fish, and made His renegade missionery se migersble
that he wes glad to cbey Him, Haggal confronted a people whe refused te bulld

the temple on the plea that they ceuld net afford it; yet they hed built palatial
homes for themselves. They had definitely robbed Ged. + with whsat result? They
had not prespered. the contrery, they had put their momey inte ¥a bag with holes.®
Meney never stays in a bottemless bag. Ged had chastised them farther with drought,
blight and femine. ~Foverty was the net result of their disobedience.

God's Word clearly spesks ef God's judgment resting upem His disebedient peeple.
Experience zlso confirms this, Christisms who evade thelr Magter's commission

to evangelize the lest never enjey & full and poverful life., We nmeed te be afraid
not te witness snd make known the love of Ged in Christ, Calamity will befall us
if we don't mske it Mmown —~ perhaps outwardly, and certeinly inwardly.

Not for duty's sake only should we tell about our ssvicur, bul beceuse our hearis
are so full of Christ that we cammot but declare the things which we have seen,
heard and experienced. ILebt us do our best to make Christ known to men., Upew
their scceptame of Him, He will deliver them from the pewer of Sztan and tranglate
then inte His glorious kingdenm.

"Rescue the perishing, Dubty demends i%;
Strength for thy laber the Dord will providej
Baek to the narrow way, ratiently win themj
Tell the peer wenderer a Saviewr has died.

fResrue the perishing, Care for the dying;
Jegus is merciful, Jesus will save,®



