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I Corvinthisns Z2:1-8

In the book of Acts we have the asccount of Paul's entry of Corinth, where alter & year

and a half of earnest work he left 2 ohurch. Going into that brillisnt but godless

city where they gloried in hwman ability and in human atteinment, where they made much

o? the varions sris and where they 4 msan luost snd knew nothing the true God,
anltes goul was deeply gilrred, &w

L
he possibly could, he outb asid everything
hat as merely humsn and went in a%SQEUUe dependence upen the Spirit of

RN

God with one
greal messagv, “Jesus Christ end Him crucifisd.” He was very happy to move among them
ant preach Christ. ‘
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When Paul esppesred in Corinth, he came neither as an orator nor as a philosopher, but
simply as a witness. He said, "And I, brethren, when I ceme to you, came not with
excelleney of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimeny of God." He did
not try to imitate the methods of the philosophers., He did not use their philosophiesl
verbiage. He did not spesk ag a rhetorigian. His ulterances were net orations of
highly wrought eloguence. He did nmot seek to make the gospel palatable by presenting

it with enticing wordg. His mesnner was simple and mnaffected: his dlection plain and
ezsily undersiood. He did not 2im to carry every £3

dng before him with s flood of words
neither did he seek fame as an orszitor, He reslized that it waes ouite possible to obseure
the shame of the crose with the {lovers of rheboric, so he did not pernmit himself any
flights of fancy or of the imsginstion in presentine the glad tidinmgs. He had not come
ag a pnilosorher, bul 8 a herala, He bhad 2 mescape to deliver, and refused to ohscure
it by many werds. Seriously and esrnostly, as becoming a man who stood between the
living and the dead, he nreached the message of The cross in 211 simplieity, for he
said, "I determined not to lmow any thing among vou, save Jesus Chriet, a ndAhzm erucified,

ul wag very wice in resclving that az long as ho was among the Corinthisns he would
regtrict himeelf to one theme. He had determined that he would not let his spesch in
their widat drift into abstractions. The Apostle did net Think it right to sxtend the
subject of his preaching beyond thet of "Jesus Christ and him crueified.” He understood
full well that to court popularity wes easy, bubt he could not thereby win the apnrovel
of God and achieve Hs purpose, which was the important thing in visew of the sccount that
he would be called upon to render at the Judgment-Sest of Christ.

In going to Corinth it was Paul's purpose to preach Christ: not es s new starting point
in the development of the race, as a perfect men, as an example nor ag 2 Gteachsr--for all
of that would have been mere vhilosophy--but to preach Him as dying for owr gins. Christ
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ag a propitiation was the burden of Paul's presching.

Paul did not spesk as an orator or rheitorieian, thst is, "with exeellency of svesch,®

He did not preach in order ito give anybody s literary trest, After all, it is the business
of every Cod-called preacher to transmilt to peopnle the Word of Cod. In contrast with

the Greek orators who were exceptionally Fond of flowery extravagsnces of speech, Paul

wag determined to make his messages plain, His menner was simple and unaffected; his
diction plain and easily understood. He was not an enemy of huwmn tiﬁ&om, for he was

very highly educated, but he did cpvaﬂe it @s & means of humsn redemption. To him it

wag conterpiible only when somsbody trisd to meke it transcend its sppointed sphere,
Christianity novhere places a prenium upon ignorance or stupidity. Peul himself used
attractive speech., e knew that there was s vlace for heauty and culture, but that
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there was no plsce for ostentatious display of humsn knowledge and personal talent.

Paul also knew thst it was a mark of grestness to single oubl metters of chisf importance
from others less noteworthy, and to concentrate alttention upon them. He déid ju st that.
Realizing that no other message would aveill for the salvation of sinners or the edification

’J

)

b



-2 -

of God's beloved people, he cenbtered his nmessage around Christ end Hm crucified. Thus
he majored on His Person and work. For him the central iheme of the divine revelation
was the Cross, and no more snlendid homage could he have rendered it then this, that

he chouid act as if nothing else were worth thinking and speaking about. DBecause the

as 1 ecay
s% is of uch con seﬁuehue in uhe fecopcz¢1auion of cinﬁerﬂ tc Goﬁ
hie 2 k4]
_ hemru, the uneme of ﬁls conversaﬁion and *he gﬁory of

Some say, "We presch Christ,® but the Christ who lived on esrth for thoss thirby-thrse
wonderful years never sa ed one poor sinmer spari from His death. His crueifixion throws
into relief ssveral tremendous facis, 1L smohasiszes the "1cx96rek#9 the corruption

and ‘the vilenessg QL the human ﬁearu, While He was here in the world which He had made,

men eried, "Away with Him, away with Himy erucify Him!" Could we hsve any worse commentary
on the inloulty of the hwmsn hesrt than that? As far as he was capable, man wes oullty

of the awful crime of deicide, He wanted te ki1l Ged or to drive Him out of His owm

universe,

Stend in faith by the cross of Calvary and see the blessed Savicur suffering snd dying
there; see the nails upon which He hanged and the bloed dripning from those swlul wounds
see the thorns crushed upon His secred brow and the blood snwrapping His naked hGJy as
with a erimson shroud., That is what sinp did, the sin that is in your hearit and in mine,
Thet tells ocubt the story of the wickedness snd deceitfulness of the nman hesrt., The '
eross brought out and desclared all the malignity that was in the heart of man, but it
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also told out the vmm1n¢ue love that was in the heart of God, One might well heve
understood it if God looking down upon that scene had let loose the thimders of His
wrath and the lightni ngs of His judgment and had destroyed that throng in s moment., The
cross of Christ iz that which casbts light on everything that men gl@ry in and atains
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a1l its glory.

It was not in the consciovsnsss of s&re&ct?, self-confident znd sel

fT-relying
appesred smong them, but as @Bﬁ%e sed with & sense of his weakness apd insulliciency.
Fe had s work to do which he fell to be entiraly above his povers. In solicit de of
mind srising out of z sense of his insuf{ficiency, sand with the consciousness of the
infinite importance of the wcrk, Paul spproachsd it in fesr and ﬁ%embiingm He vreached
under an overwhelming sense of his own upaﬁneuu, and without any effort to commend his

mesgsage to his avdiences by rhetorical or nhilosophicel devices., FHe did his work with
a sense of tremendous responsibility snd apprehension leb wistakes should be made, and
gvil be done ingtesd of good. '

Paul iz adwired for the faet that he did not think of himeell as some grest one. He
certainly 4id not oreach himself, as the noble lesder of and dictestor ﬁc %he gaints,

He did not use enticlaog words of man's viﬂﬁoﬁﬁ with which to inveigle sinvers into
gainthood. His truast was in the power of God, made manifest in the Spl?A%, So, it is

1o wonder that h@ preacne& in the demonsufau$oﬁ of the Spirit and nower. It iz encouraging
to know that the success of The gospel does not depend on the skill of the preacher,

but on the demomsiration of the Spirit,

v hie 1living and presching Peul 4id not seek fo dravw pesple unto himeelf. There is always
a danger with oublic speskers atlracting thelr sudiences wato themgelves, The difficulty
in it ail is that if we build woon the sym of flesh, we cause o&? heare to trust in
man, and thelr faith may be shaken and wrecked. -a&l couid Say, Be ve followvers of me,
ag I also sm of Chyisth: *v* he never vwent ont to meke Paui-iies. Paul sought o magnify
and glorify Christ. To him Christ was the magnet by which all wen should be drswn, and
to Whom all should be united. It is a2 sheme when any of us want ourselves displayed
a5 some t ne. Would that our ambition st all times was to megnify the lord and o
plorify |
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il

Greal results may be Vroumnt by human power on a2 lower 1
intellect, rhetoric mey dazzle the imagination sz
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Holy Spirilt alone can convict and convert. As the vowder iz to the bullst, and az the
strong arm is to the sword, so is the Holy Suirit to the Word,

The expressicn, "Procls ianﬁ the testimony of God," indicates that Paul's method was

that of aggertion or doo atﬂon and not argument. Proclaiming or deelaring with suthority
the method used by hlme He simply refused to smploy the methods of the disvutants,.

He had been taken behind the veil and shown one of Godls sscerets, and {rom there he

ceme forth commissioned to dmpsrt it to others. He was simply obligated to tell it oui,

withowpt addition or subtraction.

In verses 8ix and soven we have s comparison betwesn the wisdom of the world asnd the
wisdon of God. ;? wisdom of the worid is the hl”hesp reach of man's éeaﬂcnlngﬁ and
Findings apart from any divine revelation. The wisdom of God is semething that is

hidden from the Christless, but revealed to believers by the Holy Soirit. The foundation
of saving faith is net reason, that is, not arguments addressed to the understanding,

but the power of God as exerted with and by the truth uwoon the heart. Having been Ypul
in trust with the gospel® 1t is our glorvious privilepe and ineseapable ohligation to
offer it in its entirely to cthers.
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