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CO=-TABORERS WITH GOD

"fle sre Godis Fsllow worksrs.” T Cor. 3:89
Thaeze wordz beaseh thati:

God Is & Isboper

God is ever working. This fact should shame those foolish, worthlsss
persons who deen 1t derogetory o iabor. In the prssence of this mtate-
ment, God is a laborer, lsbor is forever windieabsd.
i. The works of crestion declare and 1lluwstrate God's lashors.
Tt reguired work on Hle pert to fashion this world and meke 1t a
fit dwelling pleece for man. Yhen man was created snd placed here
in this world God's labor was responzible for it,
2. The works of providence glve smphsegis to God's lzbors
Z, The works of redeoption give wonderful further prdof of His cease-
iesa activities.

From the birth to the death of eseh ixdividual God never ceases to exr-
ert Himself on hls or hersbehalf. Sod never esases Hisg efforitas Tor
the welfare of msn. ‘

We Should RBe Isborers

Nothing worthwhile is ever asccomplished without work. Spirituel labor
iz the ratural ovteome of splirltusl 1ife, Our hesris may rest In the
lord, but ocur hands will work for Him. Every sincsre follower of
Christ wilil seek the promotion of the kingdom of rightecusness angd the
glory of the Yivine Master. It sometimes seems as if the fact that
nothing of valus can be accompllished without work is recognized every-
whare else sxcept in rellgiocn.

The world applsuded Webster's Tamous reply e Hayne as & master-plece.
of thought and eloguence, but it is mobt a2 lways remembered how much
labor 1%t cogt. Por nesrly a yvezy Nre. Webster had sexpected to debate.
He had sent fo Souvth Ceroline, Mr. Hayrne's home, snd secwred all svall-
able coples of Hayne's printed speeches, had studied them carefully,
learning the srpguments and mental strength of his antagonist. Thus
most of Webster's speech was prepared months vefore ilsts dellivery. Hs
sat in the Senate ready for sttack. When it cam ard Webster responded
the nation marveled at the rescurces of a man vho could meke such &
mesterful speech on the spur of the moment. It wasz the result of work,

This principel is just es true in matters of religiws enterprize.
¥othing of wvalue can be accomplished for God without work. Devendence
o God will not take the place of work. 4t is folly to say that be-
canse o causze iz God's cauvse it will prosper whether we do snyihing

or not. Heither will talk tske the place of work., It % one thing

to tallk, and culte another thing to do.

T. We Should Be Coslaborers With God.

Chiristimns are Fellow-workers ones with another. “here iz g differencs
ir their natural powers, spivitusl gifts, esccleslastical position, and
7} drnd in

length of service., “ut thers whould be unlty in aim, in hope
the relstion 811 sustain to Him by whose zuthority arg for wh



they toil. There should also be symnathg§ mubtual good will, and help-
fulness. If there ig & defect here, it is discredit to the common proe-
fession, a hindrance to the general usegfuiness, arnd a grlef to the Lord.
Every Christlan iz invested with the power, snd is therefore burdened
with the honorable ohl gation to work for God., Our text sawvs, "He are
Godts fellow=workers®. What & titlet That is the highest tribute that
can be peid Lo us. Ea@ augrst the ain%tgﬂ Wnat distimtion 1t confers
upon us! We are fellow-workers under od in His field. We can get no-
where 'mtil we come to the point where we are able to work together.
God crested the sarth bidt He calls uvs into partnershiy wiith Him in £1l1l-
ing it. ¥e are tenants or Joint-promoters on Hls great ferm, the earth.
He furnished the so0ll, the seed, and the sunshine. He expects us to do
the cultivatiing., Iet ue do our part end then look in feith to God bo
sccompliish His. :

There wre twoe extreme schools of thought theh,we must avoid. The
first is that school which tesches that man does not need Yod. It claiws
that he did need God in the kindergarten stage of the world but noit now.
It geaches that men can plant cWﬁpg gnd do anything and get zlong aliright
without God.

16 second is thatb school whi b tesches that God does not . need man.
It cleime thet God can sccomplish anything He wants %o do without man.
- Thaet is, Gcd can save s people If He wants to without men doing sny-
thing to help bring thet sboot. In ofther words, what is to be will be
whether i1t comes to peass or note. -

ks our texbt points out we sre "God's fellowe-workers®. This implies
the truth thet God will not do anything for & man thet he csn do for
nimself, but God will do everything for & man that he cannot do for
himgelf. Illustratlions:

God plescsed man on farme-eprn notselfl grown--geed nor gower cannot
secure yield alone.

Ged gives the soil, whest, sunshien, but men will never have a loaf
of bresd wntil he harvests thet wheat, grinds 1t; mizes it, and bskes 1it.
God made the stone, and wood, bubt unleszs men puis them togethsy he

w131l never have a house.

God made the air, but it will not preserve 1iife 1if you refuse to
breathes it. . God has provided sz lvation but man wust accept it if he
is saved. The growth of the church depends upon the law of divine and
human interection. & churech never grows without homan hands using Geod's
gifts., Gods does not ineresse the membership of ghchureh by Himself.
One resson why the chureh does not have more pbwer taday iz becsuse Gl
does not have the help of His partbers. ureh worlk is held up and dhesk-
gl because some members  try to do.things without Ged's help, and othere
git arocund with Tolded arms waiting for Yod to do it. It is not God's
fzult if our children and youth turn ocut bed. <“he church has a cure for
that sort of thing; but we neélect our dutles asnd they grow up to be
thieves, drunkerdas, Iimmoral, and criminzls. You carnnot blame God if
they are evile The fsult lies with us. If God had His wey all men
would be gaeﬁ and 1l men would be rightecuvs. We can aveld suech undsg-
ireblie experisnces by f&lfiliiug our end of our partnership with God.
God wantes them 2ll to be saved but they will not be saved unless God
gan use us to win them., Co-cpersiion works both weys. If I work with
God, He will work with me. If God works with we svccess iz svre.  If
we labor with the Tord then weraré hokifeboring’in ¥aine: At us work
with all ocur might together with Him snd after He superintends our work
and gives success to it, He will slsc g*ves us & reward for it. Let us
continuedto work ss co-laborers with Yod and our lsbor will not be in
vain, neither will our strength be spent for nsught.



