GIORYING IN THE IOED

I Corinthisns 1:26-31

There is an irresistidble tendency in veople to glory in somebody or something, AIL
clasges of mern glory. Sometimes good vpecovle have a tendeney te glory in unworthy ohjects,
80 God has prepared a2 cure for iit--mot by repressing the instinet, but by giving it =

worthy subiect. The preventliorn or cure of glorying in self, in men or in riches is
glorying -in the Iord.

Continuing his teaching concerning the divisions, and the paril srising from them, to
the trus fulfilment of the funcition of the church in Corinth, Peul reminded those to
whom he wrobte that the things of supposed human wisdom are futile and powerless. In
hig letter he mentioned "the foolishness of God.® What a striking expression! OF
course, the expression is akin to thet in verse twenty-one, "the foolishness of preachin
Tt means that the simplicity of God is wiser than men. We are alse told thai the weakne
of God is stronger thsn man, The weakness of God refers to the cross. Christ was

fied thrcu ch weakness. He, the omnipotent One, chose in infinite grace %o take
gee of a helpless pr;aoner in the hands of Ms enemies. Yet, the docirine of the
eross, though regarded by men as foolish, absurd and powerless, has more of wiadom and
power than anything which ever vroceeded and from man.
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There are two kinds of wisdom, the one humen and the other divine. There are, therefore,
two classes of wise men; those vossessing the wisdom which is from men, and those who
have the wisdom which comes from God. Few of the former clasgs bscome Christiasne; there-
fore, it is not by wisdom that men find out God, which is what Paul sought to prove.

Pzul introduces & new argument in proef of the total insdequacy of humen wisdom. This
argument was derived from their religious exverience., To them he said, "Behold your
calling, brethreni® Your calling refers fo the call of Ged by Hies Werd and Spirit.

Of course, the calling iz to the Christian life, '

Whet else 414 Paul went the Corinthians to see? "How that not msny wise after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are called." It is not impmliied, however, that the
church 8t Corinth was composed exclusively of the humbler elemenis of ithe poounlation.
There were some men of culture, influence and nobility among her members, but not many,
Bot many of thosge in high nlzces were called. '

The world hess sdvanced its csuse and baged its prospects on nower and prestige., It has
also pyramided power on worldly honor. But, the things which elevate mén in the world-—w
knowledge, rank and influence--are not the things which lead to God and salvstion., Human
distinctions are insignificant and inefficacious in the sight of God, who 1lg sovereign
in the distribution of His grace.

Christianity has never advanced by political influence, wealthy vpatrons or the nobles

of society. Iis Founder and Hig diseivples wers poor and of mble qo01al pogition,

and in the ranks of the esrly Christisns were comparatively few possesging mesns, lsarning
or rank., Most of the converts in apostolic times were sither sldvvy or fresdmen, In
gathering those who congtituvie Hig kingdom, it has not pleased God to choose many from
among the wise, the mighty, the noble or the grest of this world. HNot many from these
ranks heve been mumbered among the sdherents of Christianity. The early disciples were
neither highborn nor highly euliured. They were lowborn peasants. They were uneducated.
They were Jews whom the world despised, They belonged to the smallest geographical
section of the ancient world. Prior to the cruclifixion, they were a dozen wesk, vaseillating,
incompetent men, After the resurrection and Pentecost, eleven of them were oalg, fearless,

resolute, desth-defying, intrenid revolutionlsts of a new 1ife,
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in their souls by the word of truth » regenerating them, justifying them from all things,
sanctifying them by the Holy Sazrad and the Word, and then sending them out sz smbassadors
for Christ to turn the world upside down by the simpiicity of preaching the messsge of

the croes. The earlier followers of the Iord Jesus Christ were, with very few excentions,
men from the lower walks of 1ifs: fishermen, tax colle ectors, Galilean pessants, Judas
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was congldered the "gentleman® of the entire a*ﬁos?miﬁc band., He was from Judea, the
tressurer of the Iitile COMPEnY and he turned traitor. Bul God filled these men from
the common walks of 1ife with the HCly Spirit and through them won thousands mors to s
saving knowledge of Mg Son. Saul of Tsrsus stands out in vivid centrast, and one who,
whether saved or not, would have hsd some greai place among the people of that day, but

is the one who penned the words we are considering, and he thenked God that %o him
was given to be used of God to bring to noughit the things thet are,

i“

3

[
1
P

e

o B

o 1s & remerkable thing that Paul asked the Corinthisns to observe, Those whom the
world looks wpon as fools are Treguently God's wise ones, and vice versa, So it is with
the wesk and the strong. Renk snd wealth, intellect and gducation, valusble in God's
sight when dedicated to Him, have a natursl tendency to minister to self-satisfaction
and make men independent of God.

There are those who think thet their churches would be grestly improved if they had some
highly intellectual peonle in their fellowshin. There sre those who wish that they had
some mighty people in thelr membership, that is, those who are characterized by remerkasbie
ability. Then, there are a few who have a specizl interest in acquiring the noble, that
ig, those whe are wellborn. Not even the Iord could build = chmreh with just 'the four
hundred.® Instead of abtempting to do something with either or all of these clagses,

He chocoses those of lowly birth and of no repube in the world's sstimation o accomwlish
great things for Him. He delights to teske up those on whom the world frowns and to

make them into devoied saints and falthful servenis to the praise of His glory throuchout
all the ages to come.

God chooses whom He pleases. He chooses the ignorant in order that He may confound the
wise. Iikewise, He chooses the wesk in order that He msy confound the mlghuv, that is
that He may put them to sheme by convineing them of the littls value of the things on

wvhich they pride themselvss, and by sxaliting over them those whom they despise, He

often chooses those who are utterly despleed and trested with comtempt by those who make
themselves known and felt in order to reduce them to inaetivity or to render them inoverative.

So many peovle Lorget that inowledge, rank and vower do not atiract the faver of Jod
or secure for their possessors any preference before Him. This fact should cause the
exalled to become humble and the hmble to be comforted.

God's ourpose in thus exalting His humble and obedient childrem ig te demonstrate Hig
power. He would prove that feeble sgencles in His aanag are infinitely more mighty than
the greslest and most influentisl not so placed. 4 Tbhrulsed reeﬂ“ in His hend is more
than & sword in anctherts, Men think that things which are geen sre powerful, bubt that
which i1g unseen is much more so. The feolish things confound the wise, the weak things
the righty, the desplsed things the highly esteemed, because God is in the former snd not
in the lstter.

Another great purpose of God in thus dealing with men, ecalling the ignorant rather than
the wise, the lowly instesd of the grest, is that no man should boast before Him. No one
can stand in His sight and atiribute his salvation to his own wisdom, or birth, or station,
or to anything else by which he is favorsbly distinguished from his fellowmen.

Human pride has been the curse of man's existence--it has separated him from God, and led
to a fesrful mulitiplication of transgression., When God works in men, the very first effest
ig the abasement of pride., Pride is of the devil.
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Had God taken up the weallthy, the powerful and the prouﬁ, it would have given the flasi
a large place in the eyes of men at least, but by choosing the wesk things He had the
greater opportunity to manifest His own power. In themselves they could not accomplish
anything, but through Him they did valienily. Therefore, all the glory belongs not %o
them bub to Him. For msn to glery in anything of his own gusliiies, nowerg or atialinments
is to suhetitube selfl for God and te invite God to put him to ghams 2nd to bring him Yo
nought. He has sgald, "My glory will I not give %o another.” So, heneeforth, we are
not to glory in mep—nsither in others or in ourselves-—bul we must zlory in the lord, :
Anybody who gives to others or te himself the glory vwhich belongs slons to God will
certainly incur the divine displsasure.
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s declared in verse thirty thet ceriain things are made svailshle to us in Christ.
Any standing that we heave we owe to Him, not to anything that we, of ourselves, are or
have or knovw. The only stending of real importance to the Chris tlan,ts that which he
has in Christ. He is the real source of wisdom. From Christ, our wisdom, proceed three
grezt things expressed in three iremendous vwords--righiecusnssg, sanctifi eation and
redempilon,

What isg righteounsnese? Sometimes & word becomes more powerful when it is shoriened.
Rightness is the ssme thing. Shorien it again end fthe word is & littls more dynamice.—

1ght. What die right? Right is perfect csnmcrméiy to a standard. Whalt is the
standard? There ig only cne, and that is what the world has yet to iearn. What is 117
God Himself, Righiecusness, or rzvhtne&s, or right, in human 1ife is conformity to the
standard which

iz found in God and revesled in Christ Jesus. 7Peul says here Christ is
made that to us. n Christ we attain to a state of 1ife impessible otherwise or elsevhere,

ﬁm had no righteousness of our own., A11 that we thought te be such, we have learned,

iz but as filthy or polluted rages In the sight of an infinitely holy God. We ave made
the righteousness of God in Christ. When we recelve Christ, Hls righteousness is imputed
to us.

What is sanctificaticon? To be sanctified is o be sel apart. It is to be set apart %
Ged in Christ in the perfection of His finished work. It is the effect of the death of
Christ on the relation of a believer to Cod by which, the defilement of sin being pub
away, he is set apart to Him. That Christ is made SaﬁCbeﬁﬁatiGh to balievers implies
that they are thus set apart te God in contrast to thelr former condition of alienation

from Hm,

What iz meant here by redemption? Tk signifles a eieasznb or & deliverance, We who

sold owrselves for nought have been redeemed wil h uh meney. YBedeemed, not with corruptible
+h1nﬁs, as silver and gold, but with the vrecious blood of Christ.® He gave Himself for

g, in order that we might be deliversed romktﬂc fear of desth end enier inito 1ife elernal.
Deliversnce from the penalty, the power and the presence of sin is ours in and through

Christ.
Since all thet we are in Hin we owe o God, there is no room for pe?sonai bossting, Al
the ¢lory of our salvation should be aseribed fto Him and not to ourselves. mhe fact that

we are indebted to the Iord for every cood thing should kesp us ”wem glorving in self or
in anyone else, szve our blessed Iord. God has brought us inte this blessed and Pruitiul

wnion with Christ in order that we might “glory in the Ilewmd.®



