THE LORD'S SUPPER

"For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lgrd®s
death till He come." I Corinthiens 11:26, _ :

It is rather remarksble that the passage connscted with Fhis text should
be the only szpostolic teaching which we have respecting'lﬁs o§servancee In

the gospels we have the records of the incident from which this ordi§ance takes
its origin. Although we would have expecisd Peter or John to have given us
detailed instruction about its observance, neither of them referred to ite
Paul slone wrote sbout it.

The Lord's Supper has a distinet meaning. It has a messape for the believer
and for the world. It pictures truth for believers in connection with the
past, the present, and the future. It is a commemoration, & meditation, and
an anticipation. Concerning the Lgrd's Supper there are three things which
our test tells us. :

I. It Is A Practice,

®For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup.%® Tye Supper
was instituted by the Lord Jesus Cyrist for those who believe in Him,

- and they are to observe it frequently and prayerfully. It is,therefore,
His ordinance and is to be observed by and in Hys churches. All members
of & church should observe the Sypper at asppointed times in the Igrd's
house and in the spirit of the Lord. The regular practice of ebserving
the ordinance will enrich the liie of believers, cause them to love their
Lyrd more, and bring them to a more loyzl and faithful devotion to Cnrist
and His ehmrche ‘

II. It Is A Proclamation.

"Ye do shew forth the L,rd's death.® This beautiful ordinance relates

To Christts death. The silsnt bread and the voiceless wine should tell

the world that Christ died, and that, through His broken body

and Hys poured-out blood simers receive eternal life. His death is what

is peld up to view in this Supper. It i3 not the Lyrd's life thet is

tmphasized by it, splendid as that life was in its wasullied holiness,

It is not His teaching that is celebrated, although the werld has admitted

that as a teacher Christ is without a peer. It was not His power to work
racles Fhat Christ asked Hys friends and followers e remember, though

He went through the world bestowing upon men gifts that could come only from

a hand that was divine. It was His death that was to be rroclaimed. The

morning, It ought, also, to be gratefully remembered as we fzl1l asle

C d & ep at
night. Furthermore, it ought to give parity to our thoughts, quality go
our words, and tone to our actions,

This Supper sets farth Christ's sacrificdal atoning death. Its bread
Speaks of His broken body: "This is My body which is broken for you,.%
Its cup speaks of His shed blood: "This cup is the new testament in dy
bleod.” 1In both bread ang ¢up the Lord's Tyhle procldims the Lordis
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the cﬁp it spesks to us of the blood of Jesus, of that crimson tide which ‘
cleanses the guilty soul and mekes 1t white as snow., The very thought that
fie loved us enough to die for us gives us hope and makes us beiter.

The Lyrd's Sypper portrays two things:

1.

2o

The dreadfulness of sine

dap'e sin nailed the Son of God to falvary's cruss. Nithing else gid

it. HNo one can assist in preasching this sermon withoub reslizing that
fact. There isn't any room at the Lord's Table for one who has any sense
of his own merit.

The sufficiency of Christ's blood to put awey sin.

His sacrifice for cwr sins was sufficilent for our full salvation. WThe
blood of Jesus Cprist, Hys Son, cleanseth us from 21l sin.® A+ the cross
of Christ, and there alone, have men found release from sin. Nothing

else can release us from the guilt, the penaliy, the power and the presence
of sin. How terrible sin is, seeing that salvation wes possible only
through the desth of the Lerdl

The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can
rever forget vhat Jesus accomplished there. Tyris is & primery truth in
Christianity and it is alleimportant. After 211 our wanderings afield
we must come back to it. At the end of & long illness; the Bishop of
Dyrhem was asked what he was thinking azbout. He replied, "I have been

‘coming back from all my studies to remember thut Jesus died for me.w
 Unerles H. Spurgeon declared thst he had lived by four words, %Jesus died

for me®, and that he intended to die by them. The Lerdts Suypper presents
to us the Saviour in the act of our emancipation, for we are redeemed with

the precious blood of Cprist. Precious doctrine of the atonement, the
world's only hopel :

The Lord's Supper is not only a symbol of a part fact, but alse of 2
present reality. It not only tells us of whet Christ has done for us,
but: alse of what He is doing in us. {prist's death is chosen for special
celebration because it is the most important part of all that He did or
suffered. 4ll the doctrines of the gospel revolve arocund Cprist's death
as the planets revolve around the sun. Here lies the souree of all your
hopes, and here you will find the well=-spinr o: all your Joys. The desth
of the Saviour gives us life; His wounds heal ugy His agenies bring us
peace; and His tortures yvield us ease. We are delighted teo remember Him,
feeling it to be less a duty than a privilepe, and far more a plessurs
then merely a service.

1. I¢ is 2 proclamation to us.

This observance of the Lord's Sypper has s power to speak to our hearts,
to touch us, and to help us to open the springs of praise. We, there-
fore, must not ezt and drinkfunworthily, not discerning the Lordts body,.®
The bread is nothing in itself, and the wine is nothing in itself, Tha ¢
which the bread sets forth is everything, feed thow on that; that which

zﬁ:twine portrays is everything, see tc it that thou art = parialer of
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2, It is z proclamstion by us.

At the lLord's table each Christian can express faith in ithe death of
Cyprist and proclaim the message of Bis grace in redemption for all men,
It is the clear proclamation of the message of Christ. To any who may
be spectators while the rest of us are cbserving this ordinance, as we

do s we are saying to you that Wiz do, sach of us, believe that Curist
died for cur sins, according to the seriptures; we have put our confie
dence in His death as meking reconciliation for us before Gods we
personally avow cur own vital faith in Him; and we declare to you that
He is our sslvation. 4s we partake of these elements we are saying

to you, ®We believe in Jesus Cprist, in His broken body and in Hys
poured=-cit-tlood." We should feed upon Hzms the heart on His love,

the will on His commandments, the understanding on His Word, and the
whole sinful men wpon Hia atoning death. We must remember Hgm as the One
who laid down His life for us, who bore our griefs and carried our scre
rowg, who was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for car inje
guities, who died the Just for the unjust that He might bring us to

Gode To shew forth Cyrist's death most truly is to show it in its power,
to proclzim the might of ths love as it reveals itself forgiving, saving,
cleansing, gladening, and trivmphant in our lives.

It Is 4 Prophecy.

wpiYy He come,® Tne Lord's Supper is = prophecy of a2 future event. It pre=

dicts that Cprist will return to the earth, He has promised to come again,
and He wille. The very thought of Hys return humbles us and thrills us.

Every time we bheerve ihe Lord's S,pper we proclaim to the world that the
Lord Jesus Christ is coming again according to His own promize. The hope

of Hie return is whet sustained the early Christisns and made them invincible.
They were not afraid of anything or enybvody. They endured sacrifice,
suffering, persecution, and mertyrdon. ¥any ol them died without sob or

tesr or regret, but with a song which ceased only when their pallid lips

lcst the power of speech.

The memory of Cprist's desth is intended to quicken the hope of His return.

The two beleng together. Ue has come and died, therefore, He will come again

and reign. Ag the Sypper points us to the return of the ilord Jesus, it should
encourage each one of us 1o be ready to meet Him at any moment, to seek to
1ive holy and faithful lives for Him, to dedicate self ard substence to Him,
to strive to win souls to Cprist and win lives for Him, and to send missiopn-
aries to proclaim the message 2t the Lord's table. And He certainly

expects us to remember Him in the spirit of deep humility, grateful love,
faithful obedience, and joyous hope.



