THE CHURCH IN CORINTH
I Corinthians 1.0

Bo book in the New Testsment exhibits more gwanhlﬁ“}?v the megnituds and varleuy of the
prebiems which Christianity had to fzce in its effert to ﬂvbdue the anclent world than
the first Fpistle of Paul to the Gorlnthlans.

Three cities were rivals in ™the prondeur that was freecce," Athens was the intelleetual
brain, Sparte was the military body, end Corinth was the commercial arms and limbe. Corinth
was seographically betwsen the Guh@x two and fleurished Jong after thelr glories had
departed, It outranked as = merket any cmty-ef ancient times.

Corinth was one of the most populous amd wealthy citles of Greece, bubt its riches produced
pride, ostentation and all ef the wvice g generally congequent on plenty. In Corinth men
woershined money, drank deep at the *owntaln of plessure, rocked in the chair of Tumry,
wallowed in the mire of vice and lived for thé things which were sesn and temporal.

Iageiviousnzss wss not only teolerated bub nractle@d “nd encouraged by ths worghip of
Verve, the goddess of love, and the notorious prostituiion of numerous attendants devoted
te Eey The worehio of Venus or Aphrodite, to whose licentiocus exercises a thoussnd
ﬁriasﬁ%ﬁs&“ vere dedicated, mede Corimbh a cesspocl of iwmpurity snd "Corinthisn® s
gynonym Tor shameiul ﬁﬁiultlﬁua Sumptuous theaters, pelsces and temples, whose exteriers
ghove 1ike
Jumury s pride, riches =nd voveriy, debaunchery snd crime combined to muke Corinth the
nost wlcked eity since Sodom and Gomorrah.

burniehed goid, bedecked the ecity, uwmju ard bupiness, plsasure and nrofit,

Corinth was in a very real sen::eg the meetingplace of the Fast and Vest, of their commerce
and of thelr thought. Of the briliiant and beautiful c¢ity it has been gaid, ¥in her
guickly pulsing life, in her luxury and vice, she may be described as the ﬁarls ef the
anciert world.*®

To this corrupt city, this center of trade, this resort of pleasure, this seat of politicsl
nower, Faul came alome about the c¢lose of the year 51, His heart was gick ever the idolatry
gt Athens, His spirit was sad over his relative faiiure in thst cultural enviroﬁment.

Peul did net enter Corinth with any blare of trumpeis; he was not advertised s & great
evangelist or Sible tescher; he simwly went in very quietly as an unknown craft nhlie He
vas a tent-meker.

An index of character is the place where one gees when as a stranger he enters a city.

The kird of asscciates one forms upen entering & large city reveals his character and
shapes his course. TPaul scted very wisely in this respect. He did not go teo the temnle
of Verms, nor to the merket place but to the synagogue. There he presched the good tidings
to the Jews and proselytes. Six days each week he worked with his hands for sustenance,
and every seventh day he preached and itried te win both Jews and Greeks to Christ.

Corinth was not an easy field fer missionary service. At thal time its population numbered
between 600,000 and 700,000, In celebrating the rites of Aphrodite, the Corinthians gave
themselves up to the most shameful 1icentiousness. So nctoricus was this that, in all
parts of the Greeck-speaking world, if men or women were found beheving in an urclean Way,
the woerst that anybody could szy of them was that they acted like Corlnthlan To say
that one behaved like a Corinthian meant that he was totally lest to all sense of morality

or decency.

Such was the city irto which Paul went to preach the gospel of the grace of God, and
there that gospel won meny to the knowledge of Chrisi. It was the meens by whlch the
lord deliversd people from thelr lives of wickedness and mede ssints of them who had
been lost to 211 senze of decency.
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In Corinth {trade fliourished, wezslith was multiplied, and men and merals decayed. The
trouble was not dogma but deviltry, not dialectics but degradation, not prophecy but
prostitution, not differences of opinion but chasme in conduct.

"I11 fares the land to hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth aceumulates and men decsay.t
¥

Such conditions disheartened Paul and he was ready to quit Corinth, but God casme te his
relief, He encouraged him to dismiss his fears and go on preaching. He assured him that
many who were in the blindness of heathenism and thralldem of sin would be called outl
through his preaching. He was to call out the called. For a considerable time after
this Paul continwed his evangelistic work in Corinth, and many were saved., OSome members
of that church were free and others were slaves, 4 few were from the high ranks of
society, but the majority were from humble stations., It was the most heterogeneous
congregation of all Paul's churches. : '

Iess than three years elapsed after Paul's first visit to Corinth when information reached
hin in Ephesus about disquieting eonditions in the Corimthian congregation. His chiefl
infermant was Chloe, & householder in Corinth and a member of the church there. She had
written and told him abeut certain conditiens in the church.

Paul was zn apestle of Jesus Christ. He was sent by Him and sent to proclaim Him. He

had not sought this task, but he wes called to it by an express act of the will of God.

He wes not chosen by men, nor through the casting of lots, but he was set apart for the
avostleship by the Iord. The apostleship was not an office which could be sgsumed at
vleasure, PFor the apostleship an appeintment by competent authority was absolutely essential.
Tn celling himself an apostle, Feul claimed divine awthority derived immediastely frem

Christ. Fe was mede an apestle of Christ by direct sppointment frem God, and not by

the cheice ef others.

Paul associated with himself Scsthenes, one of the Christism brotherheod. Concerning

him we know nothing further, He appears to have been well known in Corinth. He may heve
been the ruler of the synagogue mentioned in Aets 18:17, who had become a Christian and _
perhaps a minister. Paul's apostleship was linked with Sesthenes! brotherhood. One gpeaks
of euthority and the other of asscciation, One deals with origins and the cther with effects.

Tris letter was addressed to the church of God, The church was so nemed because it belonged
to God. It was HMis because it had been purchased with the precious bloed of Christ. 4And
just te think that His chureh was in Corinth, the home of ldelairy and immorality. The
members of the church were called saints. The effectusl call of the Holy Spirdt had
constituted them saints, They were sei apart to God when they became Eis chlildren by

faith in Christ. Have you put your faith in Christ and trusted Him completely? If so,

the moment you did so God separated you from a world under judgment and set you avart uate
Himself in Christ Jesus, and that instant you became 2 saint,

Tn the third verse we have the apostolic sslutation er greeting. "Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Iord Jesus Christ." Thus we see that the ultimate source of
this grace and peace is divine. We are saved by grace, bul of course this is net the
grace to which he refers here. These people who are sanctified in Christ Jesus are
already jusiified by faith end saved by grace. It is grace to sustain in all the trials
of the way, grace to ensble us to overcome in every hour of temptation. The grace of
yveaterdsy will not suffice for today. Through His grace God provides all we need for
our journey through this world.

Grace is the activity of God that produces peace for the child of God. Ebace,.which is
the ending of strife and conflict, comes only through grace. Peace is always the result of

grace.



g e
5

-3

Paul gave thanks for the grace which they had received. His gratitude was certeinily
exemplary. "I thenk my God always on your behalf." His gratitude was unseifish, He

said, "On your behalf." It is richt to praise God for what He has done for us, but it

is 2 higher and nobler thing to vruise Him for what He has done for others. Hobody rightly
appreciates a blessing who does noit want others to enjoy it also. With Paul thanksgiving
was not an occasional sentiment, tut rather a settled attitude of heart. "I thank my

God always." He was thankful for the possibilities that were theirs.

Paul knew that Christ came to enrich life, and s¢ informed the Corinthians. EHe said,

"In everything ye were enriched im Him." And this statement is just as true for us as

it was for them. Paul called them back te Christisn joy and obedience by reminding them
of their poverty apart from Christ. And we need the same reminder. We are so accustomed
to the blessings of 1ife that we often forget the Giver. We take most of the facts of
life for granted, though their influence upon us is greater than we can measure. Without
Him we would be very poor indeed,

1. GChrist hes enriched the world's intellectual life.
The range of human thought is immense, but finite. The grandeur of the world's art
end literature evidences the high, eapacious powers of man, OChrist has touched and
refined the world's art and literature. Except the Jewish sacred writings, ancient
literature was a mess of mingled glory and shame. :

To know Christ and to serve Him is certainly sn erriching experience. It makes a

tremendous difference in the 1ife. Tt made a grest difference in culbured end intellectual

men like Augustine., The record is plain enough that the Christisn experience turned
that brilliant and wayward youth into a preat Christian thinker and saint. If we

set ourselves the task of compiling a list of men and women, obscure and distinguished,
who have been transformed by the Christisn experience, we shall find curselves exulilng
as we proceed from century to eentury. So when I make the assertion that Christ has
enriched the world's intellectusl life, I have behind me the accumulaition of centuries
of experience. Even in the realm of science Christ has brought enrichment. He has
inspired the search for truth, and seme of the greatest scientists have been humble
followers of the Iord Jesus Christ.

2. Christ has enriched the werld's soecial life.
T+ is obvicus that truths which enrich the world's thought are bound to tell upon its
soeial life. There is always in true and noble thought a living and moving power to
leaven character. Wherever the influence of Christ is felt we have a better sceial

order.

Who can measure the influence of Jesus Christ in the social order? Kindness is by

no means an exelusively Christian virtue, and yet it has been shown that it fleurishes
most surely in Christisn countries. The whole motien of public serviee has been
wonderfully enlarged through the influmence of Jesus Christ.

3, Christ has enriched the world's moral life.
Christ spake with awthority. His teachings are not a set of mere precepts and
opinions, They are a living rule of life and conduct. His teachings have certainly
changed the world's moral life. Think of what they have done toward meking htman
13fe sacred, Think of what He has done to elevate womanhood. The difference that
He has mede in the moral life of the world camnot be measured accurately or adeguately.

/.. GChrist has enriched the world s spiritusl l1life.
He emphasized the necessity of the new birth, which experience eguips men rightly o
live this 1ife and fits them for an eternal home with God. In Him we have a wealth
of spirituelity which is ever-inereasing. Tt is wmaffected by the grave. The gift
of Christ to the world is unigue because in Him alone have we a true revelation of

God and an unconguerable power to live aright.

Christ has touched our lives at so many points that the more we conmtemplate the difference
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He has made, intellectually, secially, merally, and spiritually, the more we must say
with Paul: YIn everything ye wers enriched in Him." though there can he no doubt that
Christ has greatly enriched the life of the world, there is sn intimate and personal
enrichment which He brings, and it is this which Paul has in mind. There is a new life
in Christ which is given to all those who will come to Him in full surrender.

If you will be a leyal disciple of the Iord Jesus Christ, He will enrich your life, He
will purge it of ite pollution, He will conguer your lusts, He will enlighten your mind,
He will deeper in you 21l thei is generous and riech and brotherly and true and just. He
will make your 1ife worth living. He will touch yeur sufferings arnd your lsbors with

- the glory of His sympathy, and He will deepern your hopes for vourself and for others
with the security of an eternsl prospeet. At last He will purify and perfect and welcome

you.

So, Christian friend, I remind you that it is good to be alive, espeeially if the joy

ef Jesus rings in your heart. Every day has its charm, and every night has its call to
thanksgiving., All of us need that enrichment of life which Jesus alone can bestow. This
enrichment through Christ is fer our more efficient and effective service. ,



