QHRISTI&N WARRIAGE AT HEMARRIAGE
I Corinthians 7:10-A0

The Corinthian Christians had written Paul and asked him for instruetion with reference

to bthe relative desirability of single and merried 1ife., On this subject there was a diversity
of opinivn among them. Some regerded marriage as oblisstory, and others leoked mwpon it

as an evil., In this seventh chevter, which, of courss, was intended to be read in the
assembly of the church, Peul gave them some exrlicit instructions. He told them that

celibaecy is honorable, that marrisge is desirsble, that marriage entails mutual obligations,
and that marriage is often expedisnt,

This passage illustraies Panl's ahility te deal successfully with conerete sgituations.
There were some of the Corinthisn Christisns who believed that because they had received
Christ as their Seviour that they szhoulid dissolve their soecial and econemie relationships
with those who were umbelievers. Faul here teils them that sueh should not be done,

Of course, Paul recognized the probability that a person might become a Christisn affter
having been married for some time to snether wvrmbeliever., So, Pauwl faced with them the
question, If any Christian brether hoe a wife who does not become a Christian, should he
continee to live with her or dismiss her? There misht be the temptation teo get rid of
an unbelieving partner, on the ples that a high Chriptian 1ife was impossible in urnien
with ome who differed so radicelly on the deepest things; bul, even in such a case, the
ganetity of the marriage bond is o be wupheld, said Paul,

If the unbelieving partmer is desirous of a sevsration, suech is permissible. Binding as

is the law of marriage, there must rot be any slavery in the matter, If the partner
refuses to maintain the wnion, there must not be any coercion. If a separatien is to take
place, or account of the fact that ome is a ehild of God, the unbelieving companion must
take the initiative always. The Clyictian hustend is forbidden to repudisie his non-
Chrigtian wife, and the Christian wife is forbidden Yo repudiate her non~Christian husband.
The Tirst step towards separation must net be tzken by the Christian periner. While the
Christian compenion must not seek = separation, he or she must not refuse io separate if
the unbelieving vartner insists upon it. If they cortinue in the unien instead of bresking
it, the umbelieving partner will receive a spiriitnal inflwence which will hold the possibility
ef such 2 ope belng saved,

If you ere a Christian and ummearried, and you should centemplate marriage, pub out of

your mind at once the thoughbt that vou might possibly marry somebody who is unsaved. To

de so would be a positive disebedience fto the will and Word of God. BHever permit your
affections to be entwined around on vnsaved person, for the Bible says, "Be ye not uvnequally
yoked together with unbelievers? (II Corinthians 6:14). T is an absolubte certainty that

& child of God canmot msrry & chilé of the devili without having trouble with his father~
in-isw. Let your marriage be ¥in the lord."

In case one has actually departed, them he or she must remain wmmarried, or be reconciled
to his or her companion., Meny thinge justify a verson leaving a companion, but they do
not juetify a diverce. Only with # single excepiion, which our lerd Himself has indicated
in HMatthew 19:9, marriage iz indisscivele., The wmarrizge bond cannot be dissolved by any
human sutherity, because it ls a covenant fer 1ife belwser one man and one wemsn, If

the covenant be enmulled, it can only be dome by the sinful act of fornicetion committed
by one of the varties., Our Lerd Jesues Christ sald, "ind I say unte you, Whoscever shall
vat away his wife, except it be for fornicatiorn, snd zhaill marry ancther, ccmmitieth
adultery: and whose marrieth her which is put swey doth commit adultery™ (Matthew 19:9).

Because marriage was CGod's gift %o msn in Paradise, because Christ homored marriage in
His first miracle at Cana of Gelilee, because marrisge is life's great mystery and blessed
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boon, it is important te ask: U"Can marriage be breken? Can the diverced marry again?®
let Scripture, ard not men, meke snsver, for by the Word of God only shall the matier be
settled eternally. No authority has ever changed Christ's "It is written,” and Paul's
"Nothing beyond what is written. "

The Seriptures make plain the distinction between separation and divorece, Separation as
distinguished from divorece is permissible for other reasons than fernication, but not with
permission for remarriage after divorce, but only for recomciliation. The separated
parties must either remain uvmmerried or be reconciled.

Ho lips but Christ's speak of diverce in the New Testament. Psul speeks of sevaration
without divorce, but only Christ spesks of diverce. What Christ says ought o settle the
matter for every Christian. What did He say? Is divorce permissible? TYes, but it is
permissible only en cne grownd. That ome ground is fornication--"execept for fornication.m®
Christ plainly and ummistakably said that divoree is not permissible on any ground "exeept
for fornication.” Is remerriage permissible? Remarriage is not permissible for the party
who is guilty of formication. The guestion of remsrriage for the divoreced is therefore
clearly reduced to this: "Can the imnocent party remarry after diverce?" By implication
only does Christ allew remarriage of the imnocent party, and net at all of the guilty
one. However, the pages of histery are full of warning thet the remarriage of imneocent
parties is a possibility fraught with danger.

From verse seventeen we learn that Christianity does not mske all its converis masters

or capitalists or aristocrats, Christien living belongs to every level of life. Christians
are needed among servanis as well as masters, workers as well ag employers, the voor as
well as the rich, and the humble as well as the exalted, Christianity does not creoate

an artificlal grestness, but it teaches the true greatness of humble vplaces. After all,
greatness dees not censist merely in dolmg great things, but rather in doing 1ittle things
in a great way.

There were those in Corimth who had the misztaken notion that sinee they had been servants,
conversion would put them on a social and economic ecuelity with their Christian mesters.
Paul pointed out to them that, although they were slaves of men, they were superior teo
their masters I they were the servamts of Christ, A Christisn was, in fact, Christ's
bondmarn. As such a bondman, he was superior to any wChristian freeman on sarth. Swuch
freemen were slaves of Satan, but Christfs bondservants were purchased out of that kind
of slavery and were set free. Thus Choristianity taught the dignity of lewly places and
nenial services. VYhile doing this, it did not neg men's lives at low levels of atbainment,
Tt did not depreciate human ability or discount humen attainment. Tt believed that every
men had a right o express his ability and receive the benefits from it. 4bove 2ll, be
what God intends and wants you to be.

Circumcision is nothing and uncircumeision iz nothing. T& is God's commandments that we
are to observe, and rot some external rite or service imposed on ue by humsn masters.

Paul told the Corinthian Christisns that while many of them had marital obligations which
must be respected, mevertheless, these must not precede nor obscure their Christian dutiss
and responsibilities. Vhat is paremount is one's relatiomship to the lerd. The Christian

is to avoid being the slave of oubtwsrd circumstances and relationships. A married mesn's
relationship shounld be entirely subservient to his higher relationship with the Iord, Who

is te have the first place in his hesrt snd life. He is not to permit a natural relationship
to obstruet his obedience to Christ. He chould not permit anything to hinder his fellowship
with God or his usefulness in testimony. :

In regard to the remsrriage of = person after his or her companion has died, Paul writes
with absolute clearness. He, like the Iord Jesus Christ, recognized the fact that "The
wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth." The bond is shsolute, indissoluble
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and 1ifelong. After his death she is free to marry sgain. But, if she marries again,

it must be in subjection to the will and the authority of Christ. This is a2 distinet pro-
hibitien against merriage to an urbeliever. Such = merrisge could never be "in the Tord,.*
But the statement goes further than that. The shevp must be taken in the clear assurance
of the lord's will. To respect and obey His will in this, as in 21l other matters, will

spare many & heartache,



