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"Re ve followers of me, sven as I also am of Christ.” I Corinthisns 1il:il,
"Reloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that
doeth zood is of Zod: but he that doeth evil hath not seen Ged,” III John 1ll.
There is in nature what ig called mimicry, or the copying of om,thlsg alse,
In the museums of natural hisvory are cases which contain many mimics, There
ara stick insects., They are long, lean things with strange legs, loocking
exactly like the twigs on which they stand., There are butterflies with the
upper side of their wings colorad Dﬁuuui ully, but with the under side, or
that which is visible when they rest, almost exactly like the leaves on
which they alizht, so that their eaemlas could not see them: moths with thelr
hind-wings brillisntly colorsd, so that they sre visible in flight, but with
their fore~wings wmuch the e@loL of the bark of the tree which they frequent,
because they rest, not with their wings upright as the butterflies do, but
folded down like 2 roof; butterflies and moths of one species like those of
znother whose colors are a protection for them against theilr fosas.

Thosae of you whe have had the high privilege of being trained in the country,
close to nature, where you could get her lessons, have heard the chirping or
creaking of the tree-toad in the shade trees near the house, Ferhaps you have
climbed the tree, looking for the toad, bub usually you locked in vain, be-
cause that toad had lived in the tress so long that it had taken on the color
of the bark of the trees, and it is almost impossible to distinguish the road
from the tras,

Or, perhaps you may have had the sexperience of driving a flock of sheep
across a stream, A shsep is very timid, and very much afraid of water. The
only thing reguired is to push one sheep in the water and get it to cross,
and every sheep will follow it, You may be driving a flock of sheep along

a road, The sheen which is in front may suddenly or unexpectedly come upon
semething and jump to zet out of its way, and then all of the other shee P
will jump too, even though few of them are anywhers near the object at which
the first one got scared.

{D

Children are born mimics, Things are said in their hearing, which parents
would not have them to repeat for anything, and yet tre parents know that
those things are sald fo mimics, A4sk a2 girl who is lnhfulmw ¥iihat are you

laughing 2t?" She replies, “xeriqg,“ ,“y, then, do you think she is
laughing? BRBecause others were laughing, sven though she did not understand
thy, There is in people 2 wonderful “ﬁWET of mimicry, of making themselves
like orhers, One man said to another, “How much like you your son is!i™

The other man said, "I am sorry for it, because everybody says that I am

ugly.®™ When you sese and hear ugly things in the lives of children, they
are a reflection and a revelation ¢of the parents and the home,

People do not like to be told that they are imitators, But, whather they
like it or not, the fact remailns that they are mimics, Boast of your in-
dependencs as much as you like, claim to stand alone, as erect as you can,
it 2till remzins true that with =211 youw boasted irdenam lence that you are
= copyist, an imitator, or a mimic, Ferhaps that doss not sound very compli-
mentary and pleasing to you, but it is true,
Todts Word warns us against mimicking or imitating that which is bad. To
avoid doing so, it is important to be exceadingly careful zbout the company

keep ere e 2 yo le whoses character is besmirched, and

i 11 vad or made impossible,; by getting into
any than any other single thing that




snces their lives, Goeethe, the Jerman poet and philosopher, said,
me with whom vou are found and I will s*@”’ycu.wha* you are,?  And
ser than he saild, "Hs that walketh ﬂ? th the wiss shall be wise, but
mpanion of fools shall hecoxe fools, You may think that you ars
iently strong to resist any kind of company and not be influenced
v, but in rhat thought vou are wrong, That idea zrows out of pure,
sical, self-conceit, The experience ¢f every mature person 1z evidence
cur judzment in this regard is wrong.,
would not think of placing yoursslf in the company of those with a very
omtazgiocus dissase, You would shun the rooms of those who had such a disease,
by far more contazgious and infecticus than the other dissases, and
anders 1t more dangerous ig that it is exerting itself little by
in zn unobserved manner., One can go to a place vwhere hogs are kept,
some <o and scatter it along on the ground a2s he walks, and they
ollow h to the place whers they will be slaughtered, In much the same
v evil com ons lead people, Almost, 1f not entirely wmconsciously,
people ars 1 o the places where thsair Veputati@Ls and their charmcber"
sre slaughte Many a voung person is handicapped at that very moment in
1ife vwhen he ds his best strength because of the company he has kept in
rhe past, The reputation of his old asssociations is ramembered,
splendid watch., TFor some resascon it would not keep time zsc-
e took it to & jeweler, who examined it carafully, but failed
defect, Inguiring of the owner as to what kind of work he d4id
discoversd that he was an electrician, and that his watech had
zed, 1ts usefulness was impaired because of that with whiekh it
o contact, So it is with many a yvoung life, They are rendered
2 in later life bhecause of associztions of younger days. Do not
which is bad, Choose vour asscciates from those who asre better
han yourself when possible.
Two young ladies were roommates at Vassar Jollege. On the walls ¢f their
room ware WO plcturesw At the foot of the bed of ons was the picture of
Merie Antoinette, a2 despicable character of history, coarse and rough. Over
the foot of the beé of the other was the picture of ?he Madonna, Mary, the
mother of Christ., Zach morning as sach girl opened her eyes to a new day,
zhe first thing beheld was the ;ichurm above, One of the students became
z noble character, the other rough, rude, and harsh, "Imitate not that
which is bad, but that which is good.®
Unfortunately, psople zre more inclined to copy the evil than the good,
Slang, bad, and idle words zre more often copied than the good words., To
many it secems more manly and coursgeous to imitate evil, but in rzality there
is nothing brave, wise, or maphy about imitating that which is evil, Don't
do it, hecauss vou will becom@ hat you Cﬁuf, Therefore, since there is
much that is good, we @ Afrer all, we zcguire the
best parts of our cha od points of others,
You arse not Omif copying others, but there are those who are copying you,
You are not merely a copler, but a copy. Lven the baby of the home will
cODY VOoOU -- ;our volee, your manners, and your noises, Older onss are always
copilaes for yvow unger ones, Strong ones are copies for the weaker ones, All
f us belong to class of those whoe are being copled, The importan
rhing is To be d cop o man liveth unto himself.¥ VWho-ever you
are uennce onn the life of somebody A miller,
w711 flour, walks into the *1t*1@ country post-
of oW, a3 ses a stamp, ¥When he leaves,
£1 He dask to write his letter, and
l= touches, wherever he goes, nhe



le: z That is exactly what every life doez, Evervone lesves a2
ma aother life,

Za remendoue obligation resting upen him, Zach has to give

an what he coples from others, and also from what others copy
from If others copy good from us, well and good, and we shall be

Tewar 3 ingly, 1If others copy bad from us, we shall be rgspo181ﬂle

in largse measure for that Great possibilities 11& in this realm, The raile-
road cond LC“Oi wera holding a convention in C ﬁve?aﬂd§ Chioc, one year, #n

i
excursion had bﬂu“ plammad for Sunday., Two conductors were rooming together
When they wers dresging on Sunday ﬁﬁfﬂlﬁJ% one said t@ the othsr, Y0f course
you are going on the excursion?? The other replied, YiHo, it is my habit to
JLAE - jad ok il SUNGay W TINe 0T DTDD = - £ Wiie
g0 to church every Sunday when home, and I do not proposs to break it when
gway from home,¥® They went down in the lobby where groups were talking,
The word was passed along that one conductor would not go on the excursion,
but w ing -¥ h, B f hi Lamp ] ne g znd fifty went
but was going to church Because of his example one h ﬁdreﬂ nd fifty wen
to church instead of on the excursion, What we need today is people who
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will live by the principles when they are asway from home they are accustomed
to practice when 2T home, Thet conductor will be rewarded for the gocd in-
ich he asxerted on others, Remember that you are to imitate the
good, and not the bad, and never forget that you are responsible for vwhat
others copy from vour lifs, Therefore, live in such a manner that others

can copy “ocd enly from you,

The power of example is tremendous., The zancient Homans used to place the
statuss of distinguished men in thelr halls, VYhen they left in the morning
they were inspired by the remembrance of thelr nobls desds, and when they
returned in the evening they were ernmoebled by the thought of the associaw
tions they enjoyed, The powsy of Christian example is the gresztest, It
fdoes not have a rival either in molding or in reforming characters, Its
force is 2t of devine love working throuzh humsn actions,

appezaled to the readers of his letter to the Corinthians to follow his

le, He sa e va followers of me, even as I also am of Christ,®

guested than to follow him insofar as he followed Christ He did not

anybody to imitate him in anything that did not r@s&msle Christ, e

4 not imitate others only so far as they are following Christ,

nation ¢f the spirit and atvitudes of Christ in the life is the

l2 argument for the reality and gresainess of ths Christian faith, One

efute an argument, but nchody can refute a2 life, ISnoch, who walked

God, laft an indelible impression on many who knew him in the flesh,

through the words of the 3ibla impressed the minds of multitudes in 211
o vcceeding zenerations. 4s Dr, A, B, Davidson, 2 Scottish commeniator,
s sely stated it o his students, Pin ordinarylife lived wall iz the
e a2st of 21l deeds ™ In Uimes of testing it is not arguments bub in.
spiving examples that really count, Ask vourself this qusstion, “What sort
of 2 copy am 1TY7 Yield your heart and 1life to Christ, love Him, and sssk to
do His will, and you will not need to fear the results if others copy you.



