"let & mén so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the myster-
ies of God. Morecver it is reguired in stewards, that a nan be found faithful.®
T Corinthians l:1-2.
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heavenly vitalities in sacred trust to be dispensed freely and unselfishly to a lost
worlds This obligation knows nc evasions nor exemptions nor substitutes, and it resvecis
1o barriers., We came into possession of this responsibility when we were regenerated, and
as long 2s we live we are responsible for passing on to others the light we have received.
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We are the stewards of ¥the mysteries of God.¥ MHysteries® are used in the Scriptures
in wwo distinct senses, first, for things that are hidden from the ordinary understand-
ing, and, secondly, for the things thet in past times were unknown, but are now revesied
to those who hove nc¢ievea on Christ. The message of salvation in Christ is the eystery
with which we ¢re entrusted. This message includes ithe forerunning mercy of God, the
pardon of sins, the liberation of the soul from slavery itc evil, the infusion of new
energy into the will, the union of the soul with Christ; in short, the creation of z new
man with a new world for his home, 2 new spirit for his work, and a new outlook on life
and eternity.

4 steward 1s a person who has been entrusted with the management of the affalirs of another,
Stewards have a trust committed to them. They occupy a position of trust, of responsibi-
1ity, of influence, of some peril, and of much honor, Faithfulness in stewsrdship is 2
principle aporoved by both God and man.

I. The Reguirement.

BHorecver it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.® Stewards are re-
guired to be faithful to their trust. The reasonable expectation is that the man who
is entrusted with a responsible position and work will be found faithful in the doin
of that work. ds stewards of the gospel we are responsible for dispensing what the
Lord has piaced in our care according to the directions which He has given us. The
Tirst thing required of us is that we should be faithful. If we are to act under the
direction of the Lord, we must keep in touch with Him, we must live in daily contact
with Him, we must seek to know His will, and we must do that will without runming
ahead of Him or lagging behind Him.
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The faitbhivl servant 1s the one who seeks to corry out the will of God, and God
can depend on him. loses was a mah who was Faithiul in Godis service. (od could
deperd on hime. The story #s told that during the batile of Haterloo, Wellington
posted a certein capiein with a big force by a certain bridge, a litbtle distance
from the battle~field, and he was told to stay there, as he would be needed at the
end of the battle. This captain, and the men under him, saw the fighting going on,
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Lloysl to Him even though they should die for their faith. Oh, how we need to
be faithivl in the service af Christ whether owr resources be ample or slender,
whether our powers be brilliiant or dull, or whether our opportunities be rare
or comsonplace ! Our Lives belong, not to ourselves, bub to Christ
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IITI. The Resulitis

1. Batisfac
t means
Lord,
2. Rezlization that have helped others.
Hawving done so, one enjoys the zdmiration and apprecmatlon of those who have been
helped,
3. Fromotion to a larser field of service.
LQQ” into any department of lifs and'vou‘w"ll see tia+ be who has faithfully filled
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! ST TROES
fai@r Ry

ion gver duby done, ,
so such for one to know that he has discovered and done the will of the

nors

ard gre

expects to find faithf n the stewsrd renders hi
iz not whether we : two, or ope btelent, but
s givwﬂ us, much or little? In the final estinete of life,
glven not to brillisnce, nor Lo success, but to faithfulness.
re fal iy &t the last the Judpge of ail will say, ®Well done, thou good
and faitnful servant, eater “%ou into the Joy of thy Lord.%. ¥hat 2 happy and ene
couraging thought that, thoush it may net be within our power to be brilliant and
successivl, it is vlthjﬂ our power to be faithivl, and if so, we shall not lose
the commendation of the Moster at the end of the way,
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S0, wnatever else you may do, Let the Lord Jesus Christ have your life, because He
can do more with it than you can ever do.

Mnly one life; 'Twill soon be past;
Only what's done for Christ will last.®



