MARRTAGH AND CELIBACY
I Corinthians 7:1-9

In the previous chapters of this epistie Paul dealt with the problems of church unity and
social purity. The Corimthian Christisns had written to the Apostle and asked his advice
with reference to the state of things in their churech. Trom this chapter we learn that
one of the subjects over which they were having some difficulties, arnd respecting which
they were seeking instruction and guidance, was marrisge, It is evident that there was
a diversity of opinion among them oun the subject of msrriage.

Corinth was one of the most enltivated and highly civilized citles on the face of the
earth, and yet the moral conditions whieh prevailed thers were very 101.-;° In faet, it
seemed that the merriage contract wes disregarded entirely.

let us remember that Psul is dealing with problems created by a new order of life. Here
were peopls who were emerging from passpism. Numerous mistakes were made., Ouestions were
arising constantly. FProblems hed to be faced and sclved., It was a state of transition
Trom a pagsn social life to a Christian seocial life: so, it is mot surprising that 4iffi-
calties were encountered,

On the basis of their particular ard pecwliar problems, the Corinthisn Christians had
written Panl and asked him for imztruction with refererce to the relabive desirabiliiy

of single and mwarried 1ife, In Corinth there were axtreme opinions on this subjsct. Some
regarded marriage as obligatory, =nd others looked wpon it as an evil, Some insisted that
all should marry and that celibacy, or failure te de so, was a sin, Others insisted that
none should marry, because, as they conbtended, marrisse was unmspirituwal and carmal, There
was & strong tendency toward celibmeyr zmong the Gentiles, but at theo same time the reputation
of Corinth for wantonness and wncleanness wes umenvisble. In the light of these facts,

there was a great need for explieit instruction.

Here we find the Apostle Paul steering a course nldway beitween these extremes in which
he defends celibacy for some and warriape for others. Peul declsres that each gtate is
lawful., He teaches that it is not a sin to marry or to remain vmmarried. Both conditions
are honorable. %We are permitited 1o choose betwesw the two. In elther ecsse it is to be
a matier of personal conscience and in respeet to clreumstances and vrevailing conditionms.,

I, Celibacy It Honorable. Corinthians 731,

Paul was not an adveeate of celibsey. He did net claim any moral superiority for thosge
whe were in the wmmarried state, but simply recognized the faet that it had seme
advantages in certaln circumstances. He declared that the state of celibacy is

worthy and has in it nothing that is conbrary to the moral ideal., He asserted that
there is nothing unbecoming in a man's living in celibacy, provided that he 1ive a
clean moral 1ife., He knew that an ummarried person is not necesssrily holier just
because he is in the singie state,

Paunl's desire wag thet all might be granted the same power of continence which was
bestowed upon kim, so that thoueh ummerried they might not be endangered thereby.

Of course, he recognized differsnces of comstitution. It was no snare fo Paul te remain
unmarried; he was free to go anyvwhere and be haopy in the service of his Iord. There
were others who eould not do this, being comstiltubed differently. Paul recognized

these matural differences and aliwweé mlenty off liberty for each to occeupy his proper

gphere,

Some may belisve that celibaéy is best for them, then let them remain single; whereaz,
others may think that marriage is the most desirable state, then let them enter imto
that relationship. A single life is honorable and in some cases expedient. In his
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declaration that the uwmarried state is good, Paml refuted the idea that those who

do not marry are committing sin. There are even cases where celibacy is advantageocus
in the furtherance of the gospel and the progress of the kingdom., The urmarried have
more time to attend to the things of the lord. The married must concern themselves
more about things temporal, amd this distraction often proves injuricus to higher
duties. However, celibacy does not improve the spiritual 1ife. Think of the evils
that have grown out of the system in which the clergy have been forbidden to marry..

It does strike one as something msrvelous that this condition of 1ife on which the
very continuation of the human race depends should remsin open and optiecnal, I
every individual aeterm1ned te live a moral, single life and celibacy became the
actval practice, in about 2 century the haman race would be extinet.

Iz, Marriage Is Desirable. I Corinthians 7:2.

Goed as celibacy is, it was not advisable in such a place as Corinth, which abounded

in temptations to immorality. Because of the notoricus Immoralities there, and especially
in cormnection with the worship of Aphrodite, it was better for each man to have hig

cun wife and each woman to have her wroper husband, Iet uws remember that this relatively
low justificalion of marriage, ss a safe-gmard against immorality, is explained by

the fact that Paul was writing te the inhebitants of a notoriously iwmoral eity.

Lest somebody think that Paul repsrded marvriage only s a mekeshift intended te avert
a greater evil, it must be sald That the Avostle is not here framing s theory of
marriage in general, but he is answering precise guestions which had been nut to him,
He was not attempting to state the Christian doctrine of marriage in its fulness, but
he was trying teo keen strictly within the limits traced out for him by the guestions
of the Corinthians on the subjeet.

Marriage is desirable provided it is of the right kind. The right kind of marriage
ie menogeamous, that is one husbend for one wife, Any type of marriage which does
not measure te this standard results in soeial corruntion.

ITI. Marrisge Entails Hotwal Obligations. I Corinthians 7235,

The first two verses in this chapter apprepristely lead to some very timely advice

to those who are married. As Paul penned these lines teo those who had entered the
marriage relationship, he lald upon their hearts the message of the lord, aand mot just
his personal ovinion. He shewed that within the marrisge relationship there are
mutual responsibilities, of the husband te the wife, and the wife to the husband.

When a couple marriee, both husband and wife have tremendous respomsibilities resting
upon them. Their obligations are mmiuval., They are nolt %o be recoguized by one parity
and ignored by the other. Maxriage is a2 muwbual relationshivn. It is rot a one-sided
arrangement provided for the benefit of an overlording husband or am overbearing wife.
411 its relations, privileges, duties and obligations are matuval. The egual righte
of man and woman are to be maintained.

In gilving this wonderful advice to Chrisitian couples, Paul admonished them ‘o pay due
regard to the conjuzal rights of each other, Thelr recognition of the conjuszal rights
is to be regulsted by mutwal consideration. The word which is transiated "render®
does not signify the granting of a favor, but the discharge of an obligation resting
upon hushand and wife. It may be suspended for a Ilimited time, by mutual consent,

for specisl purposes such as spiritual mediiation, but with the definite intention

of a speedy resumphbion in a manner worthy of Christians. There is no command for

this temporary arrsngement, but it is permitted. Moreover, it is not even recommended.
The obligation of the varties to the marriage covenant is mutuval. Nelther party has
the rlght to desert the other.
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IV, Merriage Is Expedient. I Corinthians 7:6-9,

Peul was fully avare of the fact that 21l did not have the splendid self-restraint
which he enjoyed, znd wished that they did. If, like Paul, the ummarried could be
continent, that was fine. If not, said he, it is bebtter to marry than to be consumed
continually by the flames of passion. Paul suggested that in some cases remaining
unmarried is expedient snd desirable, but in others it is expedient and desgireble

to marry. ZFach case is to be governed by conscience and conditions. To have insiszted
that all remain ummarried would have been as uvnscriptural end wrong as for him to
have insisted that all marry.



